
MANTLES and COVERINGS
Gifts and Callings

Elisha follows Elijah
1 Kings 19:19-21 So he departed thence, and found Elisha the
son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen
before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him,
and cast his mantle (addereth-something ample) upon him.
 20 And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let
me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will
follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back again: for what

have I done to thee?  21 And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and
slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the
people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.

A still small voice
1 Kings 19:13-18 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle
(addereth), and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there
came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 14  And he said, I have been
very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I
only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 15  And the LORD said unto him, Go,
return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to
be king over Syria: 16  And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and
Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 17

 And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and
him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 18  Yet I have left me seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which
hath not kissed him.

Elijah divides the Jordan with his mantle
2 Kings 2:6-8 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to
Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And
they two went on. 7  And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar
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off: and they two stood by Jordan. 8 And Elijah took his mantle (addereth), and wrapped it
together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two
went over on dry ground.

Elijah is taken into Heaven
2 Kings 2:13-18 He took up also the mantle (addereth) of Elijah that fell from him, and went
back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; 14  And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from
him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also
had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over. 15  And when
the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah
doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground
before him. 16  And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with thy servants fifty strong
men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master: lest peradventure the Spirit of the
LORD hath taken him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley. And he
said, Ye shall not send. 17  And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. They
sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found him not. 18  And when they
came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) he said unto them, Did I not say unto you, Go
not?

Priest of God
Exodus 28:1-5 And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and
his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he
may minister unto me in the priest's office, even Aaron, Nadab
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. 2 And thou shalt
make holy garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for
beauty. 3 And thou shalt speak unto all that are wise hearted,
whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may

make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he may minister unto me in the priest's
office. 4 And these are the garments which they shall make; a breastplate, and an ephod
(shoulder piece), and a robe (me’il-in the sense of covering), and a broidered coat, a mitre
(official turban), and a girdle (belt): and they shall make holy garments for Aaron thy
brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office. 5 And they shall take
gold, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen.

God’s Anointed King
1 Samuel 24:4-6 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the LORD
said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to
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him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe
(me’il) privily. 5  And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he
had cut off Saul's skirt. 6  And he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing
unto my master, the LORD'S anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is
the anointed of the LORD.

Blessed Rich Man
Job 1:20-22 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon
the ground, and worshipped, 21  And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and
naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the
name of the LORD. 22  In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

Prophet of God
1 Samuel 2:18-20 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, being a child, girded with a linen
ephod. 19  Moreover his mother made him a little coat (me’il), and brought it to him from
year to year, when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20  And Eli
blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said, The LORD give thee seed of this woman for the loan
which is lent to the LORD. And they went unto their own home.

Covering

Saul Seeks a Witch
1 Samuel 28:7-14 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a
woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and
enquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a
woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor. 8 And Saul
disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went,
and two men with him, and they came to the woman by
night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar

spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee. 9 And the woman said unto him,
Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar
spirits, and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to
cause me to die? 10 And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth, there
shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing. 11 Then said the woman, Whom shall I
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bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel. 12 And when the woman saw Samuel,
she cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived
me? for thou art Saul. 13 And the king said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And
the woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth. 14 And he said unto her,
What form is he of? And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered (ata-to wrap)
with a mantle (mei’il). And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped (to bow) with
his face to the ground, and bowed (to prostrate) himself.

Jeremiah prophesies the conquest of Egypt by Babylon
Jeremiah 43:10-12 And say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel;
Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will set his
throne upon these stones that I have hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over them. 11

And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of Egypt, and deliver such as are for death to
death; and such as are for captivity to captivity; and such as are for the sword to the sword.
12 And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and he shall burn them, and carry
them away captives: and he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd
putteth (ata) on his garment; and he shall go forth from thence in peace.

David prays for himself and against his enemies
Psalm 71:10-13 For mine enemies speak against me; and they that lay wait for my soul take
counsel together,  11 Saying, God hath forsaken him: persecute and take him; for there is
none to deliver him.  12 O God, be not far from me: O my God, make haste for my help.
 13 Let them be confounded and consumed that are adversaries to my soul; let them be
covered (ata )with reproach and dishonour that seek my hurt.

David meditating upon the mighty power
Psalm 104:1-6 Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art
clothed with honour and majesty. 2  Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who
stretchest out the heavens like a curtain: 3  Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the
waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind: 4  Who
maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire: 5  Who laid the foundations of the earth,
that it should not be removed for ever. 6  Thou coveredst (ata) it with the deep as with a
garment: the waters stood above the mountains.

David complains to God of his enemies
Psalm 109:15-20 Let them be before the LORD continually, that he may cut off the memory
of them from the earth. 16  Because that he remembered not to shew mercy, but
persecuted the poor and needy man, that he might even slay the broken in heart. 17  As he
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loved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from
him. 18  As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his garment, so let it come into his
bowels like water, and like oil into his bones. 19  Let it be unto him as the garment which
covereth (ata) him, and for a girdle wherewith he is girded continually. 20  Let this be the
reward of mine adversaries from the LORD, and of them that speak evil against my soul.
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