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Delighting in Lies 

Kazab- a falsehood, untruth, or idol; used 31 times in Old Testament 

Accused of Telling Lies – Delilah Accuses Samson of Lies 

Judges 16:4-14   4  And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose 

name was Delilah. [to be slacken or be feeble, to be oppressed]  5  And the lords of the Philistines came 

up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means 

we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us 

eleven hundred pieces of silver. 6  And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great 

strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee. 7  And Samson said unto her, If they 

bind me with seven green withs that were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another man. 8  

Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs which had not been dried, and she 

bound him with them. 9  Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And she 

said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is broken 

when it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known. 10  And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou 

hast mocked me, and told me lies: [kazab] now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound. 

11  And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be 

weak, and be as another man. 12  Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said 

unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. And 

he brake them from off his arms like a thread. 13  And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast 

mocked me, and told me lies: [kazab] tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, If 

thou weavest the seven locks of my head with the web. 14  And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto 

him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin 

of the beam, and with the web.  

-Daily Pressing with Words and Urging 

Judges 16:15-22   15  And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not with 

me? thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth. 16  

And it came to pass, when she pressed [to compress, oppress, distress] him daily with her words, and 

urged [to press] him, so that his soul was vexed unto death; 17  That he told her all his heart, and said 

unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God [Elohim] 

from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and 

be like any other man. 18  And when Delilah saw [ra’ah] that he had told her all his heart, she sent and 

called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart. 

Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their hand. 19  And she made 

him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his 

head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength [koach] went from him. 20  And she said, The 

Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times 

before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD [Yahweh] was departed [cuwr – to turn off] 

from him. 21  But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and 



Delighting in Lies  5/30/21 

Mark Burke   
    

 

2 

bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.  22  Howbeit the hair of his head 

began to grow again after he was shaven.  

Destruction to Those Speaking Lies 

Psalm 5:6   6  Thou shalt destroy [to wander away, lose oneself, to perish] them that speak leasing: 

[kazab] the LORD [Yahweh] will abhor the bloody and deceitful man. 

A Blessing in Not Turning Aside to Lies 

Psalm 40:1-4   1 I waited patiently for the LORD; [Yahweh] and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. 

2  He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and 

established my goings. 3  And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall 

see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD. 4  Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD [Yahweh] his 

trust, [refuge, security, or assurance] and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside [to detrude, 

to become a derelict] to lies.  [kazab] 

Delight in Lies 

Psalm 62:1-12   1 Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation. 2  He only is my rock 

and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved. 3  How long will ye imagine mischief 

against a man? ye shall be slain all of you: as a bowing wall shall ye be, and as a tottering fence. 4  They 

only consult to cast him down from his excellency: they delight [to be pleased with, to satisfy a debt] in 

lies: [kazab] they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly. Selah. 5  My soul, wait thou only 

upon God; for my expectation is from him. 6  He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I 

shall not be moved. 7  In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in 

God. 8  Trust  [place of refuge, trust, be confident, sure] in him at all times; ye people, pour out your 

heart before him: God [Elohim] is a refuge [a shelter] for us. Selah. 9  Surely men of low degree are 

vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: [kazab] to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than 

vanity. 10  Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart 

upon them. 11  God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God. 12  Also 

unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work. 

Yahweh Hates a False Witness Speaking Lies 

Proverbs 6:16-19   16  These six things doth the LORD [Yahweh] hate: yea, seven are an abomination 

[something disgusting, an abhorrence, idolatry, or an idol] unto him: 17  A proud look, a lying [sheqer 

– an untruth, sham] tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18  An heart that deviseth wicked 

imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19  A false witness that speaketh lies, [kazab] and 

he that soweth discord among brethren. 

Proverbs 14:25   25  A true [emeth from aman] witness delivereth souls: but a deceitful [deceiving, 

fraud] witness speaketh lies.  [kazab] 

Proverbs 19:5   5  A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies [kazab] shall not 

escape.  [to be smooth, to escape as if by slipperness] 
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Proverbs 19:9   9  A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies [kazab] shall perish.  

[to wander away, to lose oneself, to perish] 

Proverbs 21:28   28  A false witness shall perish: but the man that heareth [shama] speaketh constantly.  

[a goal, the bright object at a distance travelled towards, splendor, truthfulness, confidence, 

continually to the most distant point of view]  

Eating with a Ruler 

Proverbs 23:1-3   1  When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently [bin- to separate 

mentally or distinguish, understand] what is before thee: 2  And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a 

man given to appetite. 3  Be not desirous [to wish for] of his dainties: [delicacy, taste, to perceive] for 

they are deceitful [kazab] meat. 

A Poor Man Is Better Than Kazab 

Proverbs 19:22   22  The desire of a man is his kindness: and a poor [to be destitute] man is better 

[towb] than a liar.  [kazab]   

Faithful Witness Will Not Lie 

Proverbs 14:5   5  A faithful [emun from aman] witness will not lie: [kazab] but a false witness will 

utter lies.  [kazab] 

A Covenant with Death and Hell – Lies and Falsehood 

Isaiah 28:14-22   14  Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, [Yahweh] ye scornful men, that rule this 

people which is in Jerusalem. 15  Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with 

hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for 

we have made lies [kazab] our refuge, [a shelter, a place to flee for protection, to confide in] and 

under falsehood [untruth] have we hid [to hide by covering] ourselves: 16  Therefore thus saith the Lord 

GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 

foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 17  Judgment also will I lay to the line, and 

righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, [kazab] and the waters 

shall overflow the hiding place. 18  And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your 

agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be 

trodden down by it. 19  From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it 

pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report.  20  For the bed is 

shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself 

in it. 21  For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, 

that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act. 22  Now therefore 

be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a 

consumption, even determined upon the whole earth. 
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Prophets of Israel 

Ezekiel 13:1-9   1  And the word of the LORD [Yahweh] came unto me, saying, 2  Son of man, prophesy 

against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own 

hearts, Hear [shama] ye the word of the LORD; [Yahweh] 3  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the 

foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen [ra’ah] nothing! 4  O Israel, thy prophets 

are like the foxes in the deserts. 5  Ye have not gone up into the gaps,[perets] neither made up the 

hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD. 6  They have seen [haza – to 

gaze at, to perceive, contemplate with pleasure, to have a vision of] vanity and lying [kazab] 

divination, saying, The LORD [Yahweh] saith: and the LORD [Yahweh] hath not sent them: and they 

have made others to hope that they would confirm the word. 7  Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have 

ye not spoken a lying [kazab] divination, whereas ye say, The LORD [Yahweh] saith it; albeit I have not 

spoken? 8  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen [haza - to gaze 

at, to perceive, contemplate with pleasure, to have a vision of] lies, [kazab] therefore, behold, I am 

against you, saith the Lord GOD. 9  And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see [hozeh – a 

beholder in vision] vanity, and that divine lies: [kazab] they shall not be in the assembly of my people, 

neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land 

of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD. 

Ezekiel 13:16   16  To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see 

[hozeh – a beholder in vision]  visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the Lord GOD. 

Daughters of Israel Prophesying 

Ezekiel 13:17-23   17  Likewise, thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters of thy people, which 

prophesy out of their own heart; and prophesy thou against them, 18  And say, Thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon the head of every 

stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive that come 

unto you? 19  And will ye pollute [halal] me among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of 

bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive that should not live, by your lying 

[kazab] to my people that hear your lies? [kazab] 20  Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am 

against your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will tear them from your 

arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to make them fly. 21  Your kerchiefs also will 

I tear, and deliver [to snatch away ]my people out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand 

to be hunted; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 22  Because with lies [sheqer - untruth] ye have 

made the heart of the righteous sad, [to despond, to deject] whom I have not made sad; [to feel pain, 

to grieve, to spoil] and strengthened the hands of the wicked, [ra] that he should not return from his 

wicked way, by promising him life: 23  Therefore ye shall see [haza - to gaze at, to perceive, 

contemplate with pleasure, to have a vision of] no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will 

deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 

A Prophetic Release Upon the Ammonites 

Ezekiel 21:28-32   28  And thou, son of man, prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning the 

Ammonites, and concerning their reproach; even say thou, The sword, the sword is drawn: for the 
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slaughter it is furbished, to consume because of the glittering: 29  Whiles they see [haza - to gaze at, to 

perceive, contemplate with pleasure, to have a vision of] vanity unto thee, whiles they divine a lie 

[kazab] unto thee, to bring thee upon the necks of them that are slain, of the wicked, whose day is come, 

when their iniquity shall have an end. 30  Shall I cause it to return into his sheath? I will judge thee in the 

place where thou wast created, in the land of thy nativity. 31  And I will pour out mine indignation upon 

thee, I will blow against thee in the fire of my wrath, and deliver thee into the hand of brutish men, and 

skilful to destroy. 32  Thou shalt be for fuel to the fire; thy blood shall be in the midst of the land; thou 

shalt be no more remembered: for I the LORD [Yahweh] have spoken it. 

Prophets, Priests, Princes and People 

Ezekiel 22:23-31   23  And the word of the LORD [Yahweh] came unto me, saying, 24  Son of man, say 

unto her, Thou art the land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation. 25  There is a 

conspiracy [unlawful alliance from root – a physical or mental tie, love, league] of her prophets in 

the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the prey; they have devoured souls; they have taken the 

treasure [wealth] and precious things; [things of value, wealth, costly, dignity] they have made her 

many widows in the midst thereof. 26  Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy 

things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they shewed difference [to 

divide, separate, distinguish, differ, select] between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes 

from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. 27  Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves 

ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain. 28  And her prophets have 

daubed them with untempered morter, [to smear, plaster as gummy or slime] seeing [hozeh – a 

beholder in vision] vanity, [desolation, devastation] and divining lies [kazab] unto them, saying, Thus 

saith the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken. 29  The people of the land have used 

oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the 

stranger wrongfully. 30  And I sought [to search out, to strive after] for a man 

[Environment/Climate] among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap [perets – a 

break] before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 31  Therefore have I poured 

out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I 

recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord GOD. 

Kings Doing Mischief and Speaking Lies at One Table 

Daniel 11:27-33   27  And both these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, [wickedness] and they shall 

speak lies [kazab] at one table; but it shall not prosper: [to push forward] for yet the end shall be at the 

time appointed.  28  Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the 

holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land. 29  At the time appointed he shall 

return, and come toward the south; but it shall not be as the former, or as the latter. 30  For the ships of 

Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against 

the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the 

holy covenant. 31  And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and 

shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate. 32  And 

such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know 
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their God shall be strong, and do exploits. 33  And they that understand among the people shall 

instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. 

Ephraim Speaks Lies 

Hosea 7:11-16   11  Ephraim [double fruit, fruitfulness] also is like a silly dove without heart: they call 

to Egypt, they go to Assyria. 12  When they shall go, I will spread my net upon them; I will bring them 

down as the fowls of the heaven; I will chastise them, as their congregation hath heard. 13  Woe unto 

them! for they have fled from me: destruction unto them! because they have transgressed against me: 

though I have redeemed them, yet they have spoken lies [kazab] against me. 14  And they have not cried 

unto me with their heart, when they howled upon their beds: they assemble themselves for corn and wine, 

and they rebel against me. 15  Though I have bound and strengthened their arms, yet do they imagine 

mischief [ra] against me. 16  They return, but not to the most High: they are like a deceitful bow: their 

princes shall fall by the sword for the rage of their tongue: this shall be their derision in the land of Egypt. 

Hosea 12:1   1  Ephraim feedeth on wind, [ruwach] and followeth after the east wind: he daily increaseth 

lies [kazab] and desolation; [violence, ravage] and they do make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil 

is carried into Egypt. 

A Fearless Remnant 

Zephaniah 3:8-13   8  Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, [Yahweh] until the day that I rise up 

to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon 

them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my 

jealousy. 9  For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of 

the LORD, [Yahweh] to serve [to work, serve, till, enslave] him with one consent. 10  From beyond 

the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering. 11  In 

that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I 

will take away [cuwr – to turn off] out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt 

no more be haughty because of my holy mountain. 12  I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted 

and poor people, and they shall trust [to flee for protection, to confide in] in the name of the LORD.  

[Yahweh] 13  The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, [to distort] nor speak lies; [kazab] neither 

shall a deceitful [fraud, to hurl, to shoot, to betray] tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed 

and lie down, and none shall make them afraid. 


