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Understanding Our Relationships
Introduction
Peter concluded in the last part of Chapter 1 a very good teaching on the importance
of Christians actually living the testimony they are proclaiming. We are to realize
from the previous chapter that our lives must be a process of changing our minds
and our manner of  livingnow that we have proclaimed Christ as our Savior.

16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 17 And if ye call on the Father,
who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of
your sojourning here in fear: 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 21 Who by him
do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your
faith and hope might be in God. 22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye
love one another with a pure heart fervently:

1 Peter 1:16-22

Lesson
Peter is speaking to us about spiritual growth and worship (vs. 1 and 2).

1. FIVE THINGS THAT WILL STOP SPIRITUAL GROWTH
1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings,

1 Peter 2:1
● Malice – Kakia – badness, wickedness, evil or wicked
● Guile – Dolos – deceitfulness, craftiness, a bait or a snare
● Hypocrisies – Hypokrisis – evil acting or pretense in a response
● Envies – Phthonos - the feeling of displeasure produced by

witnessing or hearing of the advantage or prosperity of others,
jealousy, the desire to have the same thing or the same sort of
thing for oneself  (or all too often instead of  theother person)

● All evil speakings – Katalalia – backbiting, blasphemy, speaking
contemptibly of  God or of  His sacred things, to railor revile

2. HOW TO GROW SPIRITUALLY
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of  theword, that ye may grow thereby:
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Peter is calling on all of us for a more continuing growth. He uses the word sincere
(adolos) in verse two which means guileless, not deceitful, or unadulterated.
● This pure milk is not mixed or diluted with any different or extra elements. It

is complete, absolute and pure.  No inferior substances have been added.
● Paul tells us to mature from the milk to the meat in our growth, but Peter

does not compete or contradict what Paul is teaching.

12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again
which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of
milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in
the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth
to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Hebrews 5:12-14

● The point Peter is making here is “sincere milk” (or purity) of the Word.
Unadulterated. Unchanged in any way. The milk that has not been mixed in
with harmful things that could hurt the child of  God.

● Paul was contrasting superficial learning with the deeper understandings
of God’s Word. We should retain our craving for the pure milk of the Word
and not go off  following false teachers.

● Our world today is filled with those in places of leadership who are making
dangerous alterations to God’s Word. They are changing the meanings of
God’s Word in their dogma and tenants of faith to secure their positions, avoid
people leaving or no longer contributing to the Church (etc.) because they want
to live their old lives.  This is the point of  Peter’s teaching.

● Peter says, to grow in the Lord because of His pure teaching through His Word.
“Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:16. Eliminate the impurities of our
mind, heart and spirit by drinking in the purity of God’s Word. Follow
God’s teaching and not man’s.

● “Laying aside” (apotithemi) in verse 1 is the casting away of all the
contaminations of the World. It is a “putting off,” like one would just “take
off ” or “put off ” their clothes and lay them down.

● Peter has already established the fact that LOVE is a requirement for spiritual
growth (1 Peter 1: 22). We are to divest ourselves of those things which
contain resentment and discourtesy toward our brothers and create within us
a LOVE for them that is pure and holy through the pure teaching in God’s
Word and because God is holy.
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● This requires a change of mind, a change of heart and first, a change of
spirt within us that can only be accomplished by the power of the Holy Spirit
dispensing or “taking off” our fleshly contaminations. Then, we can mature
into proper spirit-filled adults that require stronger meat according to Hebrews
5: 12 – 14 (above).

3. WHAT CHRIST IS TO BELIEVERS
3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 4 To whom coming, as unto a
living stone, disallowed indeed of  men, butchosen of  God, andprecious,

● We have “tasted” (geuomai) or experienced for ourselves that the Lord is
“gracious” (chrestos) or good and kind.

● He is “coming” (proserchomai) near to us to visit or to worship with us as
though we were living stones in His spiritual house (eternal church) holding
important positions in eternity within this magnificent spiritual structure of
Saints each having our place of  importance.

● We are “disallowed” (apodokimazo) of men, disapproved of, or rejected and
yet it is this distinction or characteristic which makes us “chosen” (eklektos) as
a favorite and “precious” (entimos) or honorable and time-valued to Christ.

29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 30But of him are ye in Christ
Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption: 31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:29-31

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of  partition between us;

Ephesians 2:14

4. WHAT BELIEVERS ARE TO GOD
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

We are told there are 3 facts, or characteristics, about Christians concerning “WHO
WE ARE, according to God.  We are:
● Living stones – (zao, lithos) to live, lively, quick, and a literal or figurative stone

(stumbling stone, something to trip over, give offense or a mill stone or a heavy
weight, or something to grind with.)
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o We have several important functions. We are to move about and be “lively”
and yet we are part of  a spiritual house or buildingwith a “certain” position.

o We move about and yet we have a position and purpose among the other
stones, whether alive or humanly dead, and our individual functions are
important for all eternity.  You have yours and I have mine.

● A spiritual house – (Pneumatikos, oikos) - We have a place within and a part
of a spiritual house that is only entirely known to God. What does it look
like? How literal is it, if at all? We get glimpses of it here and there in the
Word, yet it is still somewhat of  a mystery to beunderstood at a later time.

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the
saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all
the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of  God through the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple
of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and
I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

2 Corinthians 6:16-18

There is a story about the legendary “Walls of Sparta” in history. These so-called
walls did not actually exist. When a visiting King to this empire once asked, “Where
are these famous walls of Sparta?” The King of Sparta turned to his soldiers and said,
“These are the walls of Sparta, with every man a brick.” Perhaps this better
explains this “spiritual house.” I suppose we won’t completely know for sure until
eternity.

Peter began this teaching earlier in Chapter 1 and has continued in Chapter 2 with
illustration analogies about the growth of a child or new Christian. He is now
changing his illustrations to the growth of a building. We each have our individual
parts, but we must realize, THEREFORE, that no one is to complete their mission
alone or as a single “brick.” To realize our total purpose in the Lord, we must also
realize that we are “built” into the structure of the church (3-5).

● An holy priesthood – The priestly fraternity. The position itself means a
bridge builder – one that serves the Temple. The function was to build a
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bridge between God and the people. The methods have changed, but not the
purpose.
o holy – (hagios) – Pure, moral, blameless, saint, and properly clean.
o Priesthood - (hierateuma) - God makes us a priesthood able to offer up

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. We are part of
the building up or the growth of the Saints spiritual house that will exist for
all of  eternity.

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with
the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto
an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an
habitation of  God through the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22 (repeated)

In addition to being part of this spiritual house or Temple, we become the builders
who will offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
The Songs we sing, the teachings, the tongues, the interpretations, the gifts of
revelation are all offered up to Him by us who are His priests to the edifying of the
body of  Christ, which is the church.

5. MORE ABOUT WHAT CHRIST IS TO BELIEVERS
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief
corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded.

● Lay in Sion (Zion) – A hill of  Jerusalem– It was here in Jerusalem that:
o The foundation of  the Church was to be laid
o Christ suffered and died for the sins of  the wholeworld
o The Holy Spirit fell upon the Church
o The first Christian revival after the death and resurrection of Christ took

place
● Christ is our Chief Corner Stone. He is the strongest stone in the building

(this building of His eternal Church). He is our elect (our chosen one). We
have chosen Christ and all that goes with this choice over what the world has to
offer.  He is the strong and precious (entimos – precious and favorite) one.

Those who believe on Christ will not be confounded (kataischyno – ashamed,
confused, dishonored, or disgraced).
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6. WHAT CHRIST IS TO SINNERS
7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient,
the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of  the corner,
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

Although Christ is precious to us, He is a stumbling stone to the sinner. He causes
the sinner to dash his foot, or stumble, even fall. He causes offense to the unbeliever.
God has appointed this to be so, that the disobedient person would stumble over
Christ and be led deeper into sin. History records many examples of good men and
women Christian ministers who were once effective for Christ and went from bad to
worse due to disobedience eventually falling completely away from God.

29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the
Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.
30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men
every where to repent: 31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof
he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead.

Acts 17:29-31

7. WHAT BELIEVERS ARE TO GOD
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are
now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy.

● Royal – (basileus) – from the notion of a foundation of  power. A king. A
sovereign possessing supreme or ultimate power. Supreme ruler.  We
know from verse 5 we are spiritual bridge builders.

● Peculiar – (peripoiesis) – purchased people.  A specific people or
grouping.  Not peculiar as in dress, speech, or manner of  life.

Conclusion
All of  these relationships we have looked at are ordainedby God and shared with us
by Peter.  These simply spoken truths are foundational to our beginnings in Christ,
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and perhaps even more importantly, to every phase of  our lives as Christians who
know that our task is set before us to:
● grow in the Lord and to
● build up others bringing them, or helping to secure them, into God’s eternal

living “spiritual house.”

8. CRISTIAN’S RELATIONSHIP TO OTHERS
11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly
lusts, which war against the soul; 12 Having your conversation honest among the
Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your
good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of
visitation.

1 Peter 2:11-12

I believe these words of Jesus still rang in Peter’s ears for the many years after His
death and resurrection.  When He said:

32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art
converted, strengthen thy brethren.

Luke 22:32

Here it is. These twelve verses in 1 Peter 2 are some of the most simple to
understand, and yet some of the deepest to fully understand in the New Testament.
Milk and meat all in the same twelve verses. And Peter was not finished. There are
many more verses to follow.

This otherwise simple and rather uneducated fisherman has, at the direction and
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, given to us some of the most important understandings
of who we are in Christ and what our mission in life has become having begun this
most-exciting journey- a servant of  Christ.
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