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Understanding 

 
bîn (v), bînâ (n) - Hebrew word translated as “understanding” ~ meaning to separate mentally; 
understand, consider, perceive, prudent, regard; discern between good and evil.  
 
 
Issachar  
 

1 Chronicles 12:32 And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding (bînâ) of 
the times (ʿēt), to know (yāda’) what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all 
their brethren were at their commandment.  
 
Joseph  
 
Genesis 41:29-30 29 Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt:  
30 And there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the 
land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the land; 
 
Genesis 41:33-42 33 Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet (bîn) and wise and set him over 
the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the 
fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. 35 And let them gather all the food of those 
good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 
36 And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine, which shall be in the 
land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the famine. 37 And the thing was good in the eyes of 
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a 
one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is? 39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God 
hath shewed (yāda’) thee all this, there is none so discreet (bîn) and wise (hākām) as thou art: 40 Thou 
shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne 
will I be greater than thou. 41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of 
Egypt. 42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him 
in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck;  
 
Priests & Prophets 
 
1 Samuel 3:7-15 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the LORD yet 
revealed unto him. 8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, 
and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived (bîn) that the LORD had called the child. 9 

Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, 
LORD; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 And the LORD came, and 
stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant 
heareth. 11 And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of 
every one that heareth it shall tingle. 12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have 
spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end. 13 For I have told him that I will 
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judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and 
he restrained them not. 14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's 
house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever. 15 And Samuel lay until the morning, and 
opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision.  
 
Solomon 
 
1 Kings 3:5 5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I 
shall give thee… 7-13 7 And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant (‘ebed) king instead of 
David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. 8 And thy servant 
(‘ebed) is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered 
nor counted for multitude. 9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding (bîn) heart to judge thy 
people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 
10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11 And God said unto him, 
Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches 
for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding (bîn) to 
discern judgment; 12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an 
understanding (bîn) heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any 
arise like unto thee. 13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and 
honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 
 
David 
 
1 Samuel 16:14-19 14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD 
troubled him. 15 And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee. 
16 Let our lord now command thy servants, which are before thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning 
(yâḏa’) player on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he 
shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. 17 And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a 
man that can play well, and bring him to me. 18 Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I 
have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, that is cunning (yâḏa’) in playing, and a mighty valiant man, 
and a man of war, and prudent (bîn) in matters (dābār) and a comely person, and the LORD is with him. 
19 Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which is with the 
sheep. 
 
Levites  
 
1 Chronicles 15:12-16, 22 12 And said unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers of the Levites: sanctify 
(qādash) yourselves, both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel 
unto the place that I have prepared for it. 13 For because ye did it not at the first, the LORD our God 
made a breach upon us, for that we sought him not after the due order. 14 So the priests and the 
Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel. 15 And the children of the 
Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with the staves thereon, as Moses commanded 
according to the word of the LORD. 16 And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their 
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brethren to be the singers with instruments of musick, psalteries and harps and cymbals, sounding, by 
lifting up the voice with joy…    22 And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was for song (maśśā): he 
instructed about the song (maśśā), because he was skillful (bîn). 
 
 
 
 
Angelic Impartation 
 

Daniel 8:15-17 15 And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the 
meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man. 16  And I heard a man's 
voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand (bîn) the 
vision. 17 So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he 
said unto me, Understand (bîn), O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.  
 

Daniel 9:20-23 20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my 
people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my 
God; 21 Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the 
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. 22 And he 
informed (bîn) me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill 
(‘sākal) and understanding (bînâ). 23 At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came 
forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand (bîn) the 
matter, and consider (bîn) the vision.  
 

Daniel 10:10-14 10 And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms 
of my hands. 11 And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand (bîn) the words that 
I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word 
unto me, I stood trembling. 12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou 
didst set thine heart to understand (bîn), and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, 
and I am come for thy words. 13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty 
days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings 
of Persia. 14 Now I am come to make thee understand (bîn) what shall befall thy people in the latter 
days: for yet the vision is for many days. 
 
Psalms 
 

Psalm 119:104 Through thy precepts (piqqûwd) I get understanding (bîn): therefore I hate every false 
way. 
 

Psalm 119:144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me understanding (bîn), and I 
shall live. 
 
 
Pioneers & Intercessors 
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Isaiah 28:9-13 9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand (bîn) 
doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 10 For precept must be 
upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: 11 For 
with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. 12 To whom he said, This is the 
rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. 13 

But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, 
line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and 
snared, and taken.  
 
 
 


