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BEFORE HONOR IS HUMILITY 
Proverbs 15:33 The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; 

 and before honor is humility. 

 

anawa – gentleness, meekness, frequently connected with this word is self-inflected inner 

pain expressing contrition and is often accompanied by fasting; this word also means 

submitting oneself to reproach 
 
 

Humility Enjoined 
 

Proverbs 25:6-7 Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in the 

place of great men: 7 For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up hither; than that 

thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen.  

 

Luke 14:7-11 And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, when he marked 

how they chose out the chief rooms; saying unto them, 8 When thou art bidden of any 

man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more honourable man than 

thou be bidden of him; 9 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give 

this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. 10 But when thou 

art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, 

he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the 

presence of them that sit at meat with thee. 11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be 

abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.  

 

Micah 6:8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD 

require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?  

 

Matthew 23:12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall 

humble himself shall be exalted. 

 

1 Corinthians 4:6 And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and 

to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which 

is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another.  

 

 

 

Rewards of Humility 

 
Job 5:11-16 To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be 

exalted to safety. 12 He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands 

cannot perform their enterprise. 13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the 
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counsel of the froward is carried headlong. 14 They meet with darkness in the daytime, 

and grope in the noonday as in the night. 15 But he saveth the poor from the sword, 

from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty. 16 So the poor hath hope, and 

iniquity stoppeth her mouth. 

 

David’s Three Tributes for Humility 

 
Psalm 138:6 Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the 

proud he knoweth afar off. 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: 

thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right 

hand shall save me. 8 The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O 

LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands. 

 

Solomon’s Description of Humility 

 
Proverbs 22:3-4 A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple 

pass on, and are punished. 4 By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and 

honour, and life.  

 

 

 

Abraham Intercedes for Sodom 

 
Genesis 18:23-27 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the 

righteous with the wicked? 24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt 

thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 25 That 

be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that 

the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all 

the earth do right? 26 And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, 

then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold 

now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes:  

 

 

Joseph Remembered 

 

Genesis 41:9-16 Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my 

faults this day: 10 Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain 

of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker: 11 And we dreamed a dream in one 

night, I and he; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream. 12 

And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the 

guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according 

to his dream he did interpret. 13 And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; 

me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged. 14 Then Pharaoh sent and called 

Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and 

changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. 15 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I 
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have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say 

of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it. 16 And Joseph answered 

Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.  

 

Moses’ Call  

 
Exodus 3:7-14 And the LORD said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which 

are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their 

sorrows; 8  And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 

to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing 

with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the 

Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 Now therefore, behold, 

the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression 

wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee 

unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of 

Egypt. 11 And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I 

should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? 12 And he said, Certainly I will be 

with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast 

brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. 13 And 

Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say 

unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 

What is his name? what shall I say unto them? 14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I 

AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto 

you.  

 

Solomon Asks for Wisdom 

 
1 Kings 3:5-12 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God 

said, Ask what I shall give thee. 6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant 

David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in 

righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this 

great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 And 

now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and 

I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. 8 And thy servant is in the 

midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered 

nor counted for multitude. 9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge 

thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy 

so great a people? 10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this 

thing. 11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked 

for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 

enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; 12 Behold, I have 

done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; 

so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 

thee.  
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Daniel Interprets for the King 

 
Daniel 2:26-30 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art 

thou able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation 

thereof? 27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the 

king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the 

soothsayers, shew unto the king; 28 But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, 

and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy 

dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these; 29 As for thee, O king, thy 

thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and 

he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. 30 But as for 

me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, 

but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou 

mightest know the thoughts of thy heart. 

 

 

The Publican 

 
Luke 18:9-14 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that 

they were righteous, and despised others: 10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; 

the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus 

with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even as this publican. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I 

possess. 13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 

unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 14 I tell 

you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that 

exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.  

 

 

 

 

Jesus Christ our Lord  

 

Rest for the heavy laden 

 
Matthew 11:25-30 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 

hast revealed them unto babes. 26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 27 

All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the 

Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the 

Son will reveal (apokalypto – to take off the cover) him. 28 Come unto me, all ye that 

labour (to feel fatigued) and are heavy laden, (over-burdened with spiritual anxiety) 

and I will give you rest (refreshing). 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 

meek (gentle) and lowly (humble) in heart (thoughts and feelings of the mind): and ye 
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shall find rest (cessation) unto your souls. 30 For my yoke (coupling) is easy (good), and 

my burden (a task) is light (easy). 

 

 

 

 

 

Need for self-effacement 
 

Philippians 2:1-11 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if 

any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 

likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be 

done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better 

than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the 

things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in 

the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no 

reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 

men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 

obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly 

exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 

the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


