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Putting Off  and Putting On
Introduction
Paul speaks a lot about how each one of us should live, and live together, in
Colossians. He has real-world teaching on the Church, practical Christianity, marriage
and family life, and off course Jesus’ teachings. He tells us what we should stop
doing (putting off) and what we should start doing (putting on) in no uncertain
terms.

The beginning principles to the Colossian Church are made quite clear in Chapter
one. They are fundamental to everything else we are purposed to believe about God,
His Son, and His redemptive work on our behalf. In fact, he speaks about who God
is, what He has done for all of  us andwhat His role should be in our daily lives.

Speaking of  Christfor example, Paul says:

In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 15

Who is the image of  the invisible God, the firstborn of  every creature:
16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17

And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence (proteuo – Christ
is first in order of  appearance and first in rank or authority).
19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness (pleroma –
completeness, nothing lacking) dwell; 20 And, having made peace through
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile (apokatallasso – to reunite,
complete harmony) all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven. 21 And you, that were sometime alienated
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 22 In the
body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable
(amomos – without blame, spot, or fault, blameless) and unreproveable
(anenkletos – without blame) in his sight:

Colossians 1:14-22

Lesson
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When we believe with these and other fundamental understandings, we wonder how
could man think that he could somehow edit, omit, amend, or in any way alter what
GOD’S WORD HAS ESTABLISHED or WHOM CHRIST IS and WHAT HIS
AUTHORITY IS IN THE CHURCH? Yet, the basis of Gnosticism is in defiance of
these fundamental truths.

Real life examples:

● Truth in lending algorithms (page two)
● What is the position of  an arrow?
● Fixing bad ideas
● Testimony of a converted atheist scientist. “One day I figured out that I

didn’t have enough faith to believe in evolution anymore. First of all, to be an
evolutionist, you have to believe that a living thing could evolve from absolutely
nothing. How is this possible?” This is another one of their theories that does
not even make it to page two.

Gnosticism
Tragedy of Tragedy is when people of faith no longer believe in their salvation
experience and begin to believe the lie. It begins when forms of Gnosticism begin to
slowly creep into their theology.

Many historians and theologians believe Gnosticism (known also by many other
names) in the Christian community began in the 1st Century and was for the most part
separated from the Church the end of the 2nd Century. My own belief is that
Gnosticism began in the Garden of Eden by the enemy himself. Satan
misquoted what God said to Adam. Next, Eve added to what God originally said and
then Satan spoke the first lie recorded in Scripture.  Four lies in all.

This is what God said -
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of  it: for in the day that thou eatest thereofthou shalt surely die.

Genesis 2:16-17
This is what Satan said -

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of
every tree of  the garden? (Misquotes what God said)

Genesis 3:1
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This is what Eve said -
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the
garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, (Eve has added to what
God said) lest ye die.

Genesis 3:2-3

These are the lies of  Satan -
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die (big lie #1): 5

For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall
be opened (big lie #2), and ye shall be as gods (big lie #3), knowing good
and evil (big lie #4).

Genesis 3:4-5

Gnosticism today, and for centuries has promoted such theories as:
● You make your own heaven or hell right here on earth
● (evolving to) If  it is right for you, it is right
● (evolving to) Salvation is about enlightenment – knowledge vs lack of

knowledge – not salvation through Christ
● (evolving to) God is in you as the Scripture says, therefore you are God to

know good and evil in your own sight

One of Satan’s most effective appeals to mankind has always been to make a person a
god of  and for himself

Satan still practices this plan of  evil entrapment today.
● Satan influences people to either misquote or misinterpret Scripture. Then

he maneuvers his subtlety in such a way as to make his misquote the basis
for good and evil, right or wrong, truth or falsehood and not the original
Scripture or meaning.  Effectively, the same way as he succeeded in the garden.

● He happily allows believers to add (as did Eve) or alter Scripture based upon
our own mistaken interpretations.

● Then he inspires the lie using his misquote as the basis of right or wrong
– not the original Scripture.

Example: A couple of years ago a Dallas minister in a major, yet rather liberal,
protestant denomination was being disciplined by their leadership for marrying two
homosexual men. His actions were leading to a possible firing and so the story made
the evening news. In an interview on TV his tearful response to the reporter was, “All
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I did was join two people in matrimony who sincerely loved each other. And, didn’t
Jesus teach us that love was the most important thing in our lives?” See what Satan
had been doing over time in the life of  that ministerof  God?

How do we make sure this spiritual cancer does not enter our midst and
change who we are?  The answer is:

● Obedience
● holiness or righteousness
● Growing in Christ daily through prayer, study of God’s Word, applying

practical ministries to others as we are directed by the Holy Spirit.

Paul wrote this to the Colossian Church:

Put off  -
Mortify (nekoo – put to death) therefore your members (melos -a limb or
part of the body) which are upon the earth; fornication (unlawful lust,
adultery, incest, idolatry), uncleanness (lewd, physical or moral impurity),
inordinate affection (inappropriate affection or lust), evil concupiscence
(inappropriate desire controlled by sin), and covetousness (greed), which is
idolatry (service to or making of another god): 6 For which things' sake the
wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also walked
some time, when ye lived in them. 8 But now ye also put off all these; anger,
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his
deeds;

Colossians 3:5-9

Put On -
10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image
of him that created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian (Skythes - a savage), bond nor free: but
Christ is all, and in all. 12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
bowels of mercies (splanchnon – inward affection and tender mercies),
kindness (goodness and gentleness), humbleness of mind (humiliation,
modesty, lowliness of mind), meekness, longsuffering; 13Forbearing one
another (putting up with, endure, to bear with), and forgiving one
another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also
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do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity (agapao – Godly love),
which is the bond of perfectness (teleiotes – completeness, of mental and
moral character, perfection).

Colossians 3:5-14

Conclusion
Almost immediately when we look at Gnosticism, which includes the altering of
Scripture under any recent name and the declaring of ourselves as being the last word
on salvation of the soul, heart or mind, we can’t help but see the same things that are
present in things we should “put off.” There is the underlying selfish desire to declare
that I come first in all matters. I am taking care of myself above all else, even
God.

On the other hand, when we look at the things we should “put on” we can’t help but
notice that in each case we place ourselves last believing God’s promise that we will
be far happier in this life and again in the next if  we live the sacrificial life.

I pray that each of us will hear and heed the warning the Holy Spirit is certain to send
us when we are confronting a teaching, a philosophy, or a behavior that subtly begins
to place ourselves above the purposes of  God and His desire for our Christian walk.

Paul immediately follows with a seven-fold admonition to Christian living and worship
after telling us what to “put on.”

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in
one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord. 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

Colossians 3:15-17

Sounds to me like we will have a much happier life after “putting off,” and then
“putting on.” Far happier in this life and in the life to come in eternity than anything
the enemy of  our souls would have to offer.
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