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Strength Made Perfect 
 
Count it All Joy 

James 1:2-4 2 My brethren, count (hēgeomai) it all joy (chara) when ye fall (peripiptō) into divers 

temptations (peirasmos-putting to proof, affliction, persecution, trial); 3  Knowing this, that the 
trying (dokimion-testing) of your faith (pistis) worketh patience (hypomonē). 4 But let patience 

(hypomonē) have her perfect (teleios) work (ergon-toil), that ye may be perfect (teleios) and entire 

(holoklēros), wanting nothing. 
 

holoklēros – from holos (whole, complete) and kleros (lot, inheritance, heritage) 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your 

whole (holoklēros) spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.  
 
 

Glory in Weakness 
 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 1  It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and 
revelations (apokalpsis) of the Lord. 2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, 

(whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 
such an one caught up to the third heaven. 3  And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or 

out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)  4  How that he was caught up into paradise, and 

heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 5  Of such an one will I 
glory (boast): yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities (astheneia). 6  For though I 

would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any 

man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 7  And 
lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was 

given to me a thorn in the flesh (sarx), the messenger of Satan to buffet me (rap repeatedly 

with the fist), lest I should be exalted above measure. 8  For this thing I besought (parakaleō) 
the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.  
 
 

Strength Made Perfect 

 
…9 And he said unto me, My grace (charis) is sufficient (arkeō) for thee: for my strength 
(dynamis) is made perfect (teleioō) in weakness (astheneia).  Most gladly therefore will I rather 

glory in my infirmities (astheneia), that the power (dynamis) of Christ may rest (episkēnoō) upon 

me. 
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Word Made Flesh 

 

John 1:9-14 9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11 He 

came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12 But as many as received him, to them 

gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And 

the Word was made flesh, and dwelt (skēnoō) among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as 

of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 
He Carried it All 
 

Isaiah 53:4 4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  
 
Our High Priest 
 

Hebrews 4:14-16 14  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15  For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities (astheneia); but was in all points 

tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 

grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
Present to Heal   
 

Luke 5:15-17 15 But so much the more went there a fame abroad of him: and great multitudes 
came together to hear, and to be healed (therapeuō) by him of their infirmities (astheneia). 
16  And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed. 17  And it came to pass on a 

certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, 
which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power 
(dynamis) of the Lord was present to heal (iaomai) them. 

 
Peeling back the layers 
 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech 
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2  For I determined not to know any 

thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3  And I was with you in weakness 

(astheneia), and in fear, and in much trembling. 4  And my speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration (apodeixis - manifestation) of the 

Spirit and of power (dynamis): 5  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but 

in the power (dynamis) of God.  
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Preached “Through” Infirmity 
 

Galatians 4:12-16 12  Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured 

me at all. 13   Ye know how through (dia – through the channel of an act) infirmity (astheneia) of 

the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first. 14 And my temptation (peirasmos – put to 
proof, trial, testing) which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an 

angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 15  Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you 
record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have 

given them to me. 16  Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?  

 
That He Might Be Glorified 
 

John 11:1-4 1 Now a certain man was sick (astheneō), named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of 
Mary and her sister Martha. 2   (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and 

wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) 3 Therefore his sisters sent unto 
him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick (astheneō). 4 When Jesus heard that, he 

said, This sickness (astheneia) is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
might be glorified thereby.  
 
5  Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 6  When he had heard therefore that he was sick, 
he abode two days still in the same place where he was. 7  Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us 
go into Judaea again. 8  His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and 
goest thou thither again? 9  Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in 
the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world. 10  But if a man walk in the night, he 

stumbleth, because there is no light in him. 
 
That Ye May Believe 
 

…11-16 11  These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; 
but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. 12  Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he 

shall do well. 13  Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of 

taking of rest in sleep. 14  Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 15  And I am glad 
for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto 

him.  

 
Spirit Makes Intercession 
 

Romans 8:26-28 26   Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities (astheneia): for we know not 

what we should pray (proseuchomai) for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession 

(hyperentynchanō) for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27  And he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession (entynchanō) for 

the saints according to the will of God. 28  And we know that all things work together for good 
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(agathos) to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

 
Weeping into Intercession – personal testimony 
 
Psalm 30:10-12 10 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me: LORD, be thou my helper. 11  Thou 

hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me 

with gladness; 12  To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O LORD 
my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. 
 
For our French Friends 
 

1 Timothy 5:23 23 Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine 

often infirmities (astheneia). ☺ 


