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Rage and Imagining Vain Things 

 

Naaman – Wroth and Rage 

2 Kings 5:9-14   9  So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the 

house of Elisha. 10  And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven 

times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 11  But Naaman was wroth, [to 

burst out in a rage] and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and 

stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover 

the leper. 12  Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I 

not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.  [to be hot, anger, poison] 
13  And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do 

some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, 

and be clean? 14  Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the 

saying of the man of God: [Elohim] and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and 

he was clean. 

Asa is Wroth and in Rage with the Seer 

2 Chronicles 16:1-14   1  In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa Baasha king of Israel came 

up against Judah, and built Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of 

Judah. 2  Then Asa brought out silver and gold out of the treasures of the house of the LORD and of the 

king's house, and sent to Benhadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying, 3  There is a league 

[Hebrew word for making a covenant] between me and thee, as there was between my father and 

thy father: behold, I have sent thee silver and gold; go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, 

that he may depart from me. 4  And Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of his 

armies against the cities of Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelmaim, and all the store cities 

of Naphtali. 5  And it came to pass, when Baasha heard it, that he left off building of Ramah, and let his 

work cease. 6  Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they carried away the stones of Ramah, and the 

timber thereof, wherewith Baasha was building; and he built therewith Geba and Mizpah. 7  And at that 

time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast relied [to 

support one’s self] on the king of Syria, and not relied [to support one’s self] on the LORD 

[Yahweh] thy God, [Elohim] therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. 
8  Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen? yet, 

because thou didst rely [to support one’s self] on the LORD, [Yahweh] he delivered them into thine 

hand. 9  For the eyes of the LORD [Yahweh] run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew 

himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done 

foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars. 10  Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and 

put him in a prison house; for he was in a rage [to boil up, to be peevish or angry] with him because 

of this thing. And Asa oppressed [to crack in pieces] some of the people the same time. 11  And, 

behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 
12  And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his feet, until his disease was 

exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to the LORD, [Yahweh] but to the physicians. 
13  And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and  
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fortieth year of his reign.  14  And they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he had made for 

himself in the city of David, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet odours and divers 

kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries' art: and they made a very great burning for him. 

 

Rage Reaches into Heaven 
 

2 Chronicles 28:6-11   6  For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah an hundred and twenty 

thousand in one day, which were all valiant men; because they had forsaken the LORD God [Yahweh 

Elohim] of their fathers. 7  And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king's son, and 

Azrikam the governor of the house, and Elkanah that was next to the king. 8  And the children of Israel 

carried away captive of their brethren two hundred thousand, women, sons, and daughters, and took 

also away much spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria. 9  But a prophet of the LORD 

[Yahweh] was there, whose name was Oded: and he went out before the host that came to Samaria, 

and said unto them, Behold, because the LORD God [Yahweh Elohim] of your fathers was wroth 

with Judah, he hath delivered them into your hand, and ye have slain them in a rage that reacheth up 

unto heaven. 10  And now ye purpose to keep under the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen 

and bondwomen unto you: but are there not with you, even with you, sins against the LORD your 

God? 11  Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives again, which ye have taken captive of your 

brethren: for the fierce wrath of the LORD [Yahweh] is upon you. 

 

Heathen Rage and People Imagine Vain Things 
 

Psalm 2:1-12   1  Why do the heathen rage, [to be tumultuous] and the people imagine [to murmur, 

to ponder] a vain [emptiness, worthless, in vain] thing? 2  The kings of the earth set themselves, and 

the rulers take counsel together, [a united pursuit] against the LORD, [Yahweh] and against his 

anointed, saying, 3  Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 4  He that 

sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord [Adonai] shall have them in derision. 5  Then shall he 

speak unto them in his wrath, and vex [to tremble inwardly, to be alarmed or agitation, to hasten 

anxiously] them in his sore displeasure. [a burning anger] 6  Yet have I set my king upon my holy 

hill of Zion. 7  I will declare the decree: the LORD [Yahweh] hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this 

day have I begotten thee. 8  Ask [sha’al] of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine 

inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 9  Thou shalt break them with a 

rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 10  Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: 

be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 11  Serve the LORD [Yahweh] with fear, and rejoice with 

trembling. 12  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but 

a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust [to flee for protection, to confide in] in him. 

 

The Rage of King Sennacherib – Isaiah Prophesies of His Destruction 
 

Isaiah 37:28-38   28  But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage [ragaz] 

against me. 29  Because thy rage [ragaz - to quiver with any violent emotion especially anger or 

fear] against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, 

and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest. 30  And this shall 

be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which 

springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit 

thereof. 31  And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and 
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bear fruit upward: 32  For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount 

Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this. 33  Therefore thus saith the LORD [Yahweh] 

concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor 

come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it. 34  By the way that he came, by the same 

shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. [Yahweh]  35  For I will defend 

[to hedge about, to protect] this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 
36  Then the angel of the LORD [Yahweh] went forth, and smote [to strike] in the camp of the 

Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, 

behold, they were all dead corpses. 37  So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, 

and dwelt at Nineveh. 38  And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his 

god, [elohim] that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they 

escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar in Rage and Fury 
 

Daniel 3:12-27   12  There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of 

Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve 

not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 13  Then Nebuchadnezzar in his 

rage [ragaz - to quiver with any violent emotion especially anger or fear] and fury [anger] 

commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king. 
14  Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, [intent, a design] O Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 15  Now if 

ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 

dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if 

ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is 

that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and 

said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17  If it be so, our 

God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 

out of thine hand, O king. 18  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 

gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 19  Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of 

fury, [anger] and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: 

therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was 

wont to be heated. 20  And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21  Then these men 

were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the 

midst of the burning fiery furnace. 22  Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and 

the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego. 23  And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the 

midst of the burning fiery furnace. 24  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in 

haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the 

fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. 25  He answered and said, Lo, I see four men 

loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son 

of God. 26  Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and 

said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come 

hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 27  And the 

princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, 
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upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their 

coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.  

 

The Aftermath of the Healing of the Lame Man 
 

Acts 4:20-37   20  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard. 21  So when they 

had further threatened [to menace additionally] them, they let them go, finding nothing how they 

might punish them, because of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was done. 22  For 

the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle [semeion] of healing [iasis from iaomai – 

to cure] was shewed. 23  And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the 

chief priests and elders had said unto them. 24  And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to 

God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 

and all that in them is: 25  Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen 

rage, [to snort as a spirited horse, to make a tumult] and the people imagine [to be of interest to, 

to be concerned with] vain [kenos - empty] things? 26  The kings of the earth stood up, [paraistemi] 

and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, [kurios] and against his Christ. [christos] 
27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, 

with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 28  For to do whatsoever thy hand 

and thy counsel determined before to be done. 29  And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: [to 

menace] and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness [all out spokenness, frankness, 

bluntness, publicty, assurance] they may speak thy word, [logos] 30  By stretching forth thine hand 

to heal; [iasis from iaomai – to cure] and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy 

holy child Jesus. 31  And when they had prayed, [deomai] the place was shaken where they were 

assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God 

with boldness. [all out spokenness, frankness, bluntness, publicty, assurance] 32  And the multitude 

of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the 

things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 33  And with great power 

[dunamis] gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace [charis] 

was upon them all. 34  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors 

of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 35  And laid them 

down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. 36  And 

Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of 

consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 37  Having land, sold it, and brought the money, 

and laid it at the apostles' feet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


