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Heirs and Joint-heirs

Romans 8:14-17 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons (huios) of God.
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children (teknon) of God: 17 And if children (teknon), then heirs (kleronomos);
heirs (kleronomos) of God, and joint-heirs (synkleronomos) with Christ; if so be that we suffer

with him, that we may be also glorified together.

Pre-destined to be an heir (lord) means nothing unless you grow from the place of childhood

Galatians 4:1-7   1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child (nepios), differeth
nothing from a servant, though he be lord (kurios) of all; 2 But is under tutors and
governors until the time appointed of the father.

According to Romans 8:16 (above), whenever we begin to function within our born again spirit,
then we are a teknon, or a child exhibiting growth and responsibility. This is the beginning of the

process.

The progression toward being considered a functioning son: huios

A baby – nepios
(There is also the consideration of paidea, which is a child in development)

A maturing child – teknon

An heir – kleronomos and kurios (lord)

A joint-heir - synkleronomos

A son (huios)

Matthew 3:16-17  16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son
(huios), in whom I am well pleased.

Hebrews 12:7-9  7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons (huios); for what
son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.
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Ephesians 4:11-13  11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For (pros) the perfecting (katartismos – used once, here) of
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying (oikodome) of the body of Christ: 13 Till
we all come in the unity (cohesive function) of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
(huios) of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

What does it mean to be an heir?

kleronomos from kleros (pieces, bits) – from klao: by lot
Moses and the land divestment
Breaking of bread at Communion

Faith, Hope and Love (the lifeblood of the heir)

James 2:5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in
faith, and heirs (kleronomos) of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?

Titus 3:7  That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs (kleronomos) according to
the hope of eternal life.

A Look at Abraham

Romans 4:13-14  13 For the promise, that he should be the heir (kleronomos) of the world, was
not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if
they which are of the law be heirs (kleronomos), faith is made void, and the promise made of
none effect

Joint heirs (synkleronomos)

Hebrews 11:8-10  8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him (synkleronomos) of the same promise: 10 For he looked
for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
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Good news for Gentiles

Ephesians 3:6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs (synkleronomos), and of the same body,
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:

The Example of Marriage

1 Peter 3:7  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto
the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together (synkleronomos) of the grace of
life; that your prayers be not hindered.

*Romans 8:17 – joint-heirs with Christ?

A Suggested Connection of heirs and joint-heirs with Kings and Lords
(Remembering Galatians 4:1: heir and lord)

Revelation 17:12-14   12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 13 These have
one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. 14 These shall make war with
the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and
they that are with him are called (kletos), and chosen (eklektos), and faithful (pistis).

Revelation 19:11-16  11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.
12  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name
written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in
blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which were in heaven
followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod
of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he
hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
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