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In the Waiting 

 
 
Psalms 40:1-3 I waited (qâwâ) patiently (qâwâ) for the LORD; and he inclined unto me and heard my cry. 
2 He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock (sela‘), 
and established my goings. 3 And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise (ṯehilâ) unto our 
God:  many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust (ḇâṭaḥ) in the LORD.  
 

qâwâ; a primitive root; to bind together (perhaps by twisting), to weave a rope to enhance the 
strength of the cords; to wait, or to look for with eager expectation. To look and/or patiently 
tarry. 

 
My Soul Waits  
 
Psalms 130:5-6 5 I wait (qâwâ) for the LORD (yhwh), my soul doth wait (qâwâ), and in his word (dabar) 
do I hope (yâḥal). 6 My soul (nepeš) waiteth for the Lord (ăḏônây) more than they that watch for the 
morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning (break of dawn). 
 
Strengthen Thine Heart 
 
Psalms 27:1-13 1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me 
to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 3 Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall 
not fear:though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident. 
4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple. 
5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide 
me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 6 And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round 
about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; 
I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. 7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: 
have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 8 When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto 
thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 9 Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: 
thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
10 When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up. 
11 Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. 
12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and 
such as breathe out cruelty. 13 I had fainted, unless I had believed (‘âman) to see the goodness of the 
LORD in the land of the living. 14 Wait (qâwâ) on the LORD (Yahweh): be of good courage (ḥâzaq), and 
he shall strengthen (âmaṣ) thine heart: wait (qâwâ), I say, on the LORD (Yahweh). 
 

ḥâzaq – to fasten upon, to seize, be strong, courageous, become strong, strengthen, take hold 
of, prevail; most often used for strength in battle.   
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âmaṣ - strengthen – be alert, confirm, establish, fortify, steadfastly minded, strong, bold, secure, 
solid, brave, make firm 

 
*Often paired with hâzaq, these words are often utilized to depict the depths of commitment 
and devotion to the purpose and person of the Almighty God.  
 

** hâzaq and âmas 
 

Deuteronomy 3:21-28 - Moses to Joshua (cross over and inherit the land) 
Deuteronomy 31:5-8 – Moses to Joshua (facing the giants – taking the land) 
Joshua 1:1-9 - Yahweh to Joshua (crossing the Jordan, taking the land) 
1 Chronicles 22:11-13 - David to Solomon (building the Temple) 
2 Chronicles 32:1-8 – Hezekiah (in preparation for battle) 
Psalms 31:23-24 
Isaiah 35:1-9 

 
 
Fulfillment of God’s Promises   
 
Isaiah 49:14-23 14 But Zion said, The LORD has forsaken me, And my Lord has forgotten me. 
15 Can a woman forget her nursing child,  And not have compassion on the son of her womb? 
Surely they may forget, Yet I will not forget you.  16 See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; 
Your walls are continually before Me. 17 Your sons shall make haste; Your destroyers and those who laid 
you waste shall go away from you. 18 Lift up your eyes, look around and see; All these gather together 
and come to you. As I live, says the LORD, You shall surely clothe yourselves with them all as an 
ornament, And bind them on you as a bride does. 19  For your waste and desolate places, And the land 
of your destruction, Will even now be too small for the inhabitants; And those who swallowed you up 
will be far away. 20 The children you will have, After you have lost the others, Will say again in your ears, 
The place is too small for me; Give me a place where I may dwell. 21 Then you will say in your heart, 
Who has begotten these for me, Since I have lost my children and am desolate, A captive, and 
wandering to and fro? And who has brought these up? There I was, left alone; But these, where were 
they?' 22 Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will lift My hand in an oath to the nations, And set up My 
standard for the peoples; They shall bring your sons in their arms, And your daughters shall be carried 
on their shoulders; 23 Kings shall be your foster fathers, And their queens your nursing mothers; They 
shall bow down to you with their faces to the earth, And lick up the dust of your feet. Then you will 
know that I am the LORD, For they shall not be ashamed who wait (qâwâ) for Me. 
 
Psalms 37:9 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait (qâwâ) upon the LORD, they shall inherit 
(yaresh) the earth. 
 

yaresh – possess, occupy, seize, gain control by conquering and expelling current inhabitants 
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Day and Night  
 
Psalms 25:4-5 Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. 5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for 
thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait (qâwâ) all the day. 
 
Isaiah 26:8-9 8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments (mishpat), O LORD, have we waited (qâwâ) for thee; the 
desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. 9 With my soul have I desired thee 
0990 the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments (mishpat) 
are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.  
 
 
When He Hides  
 
Isaiah 8:17 And I will wait (qâwâ) upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will 
look (qâwâ) for him. 18 Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for 
wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. 
 
 
Renewed Strength 
 
Isaiah 40:31 But they that wait (qâwâ) upon the LORD shall renew their strength (kôah); they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 
 
 
The Fulfillment of Patient Waiting 
 
Isaiah 25:9 And it shall be said in that day, 
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him,  
and he will save us: this is the LORD;  
we have waited for him, 
we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
 
 
 
 


