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      Mercy and Truth 

 

Mercy- ḥesed- A term in the OT used to describe intimate relationship and commune with God 

whereby He releases His directives of towb to us. (Line upon Line)  

Truth- In the OT, truth is translated from the Heb. word emet, which is the fulfillment of aman, 

or what is believed at the right hand of God. (Line upon Line) 

 

The servant's journey 

 

Gen. 24: 25-28 25 She said moreover unto him, We have both straw and provender-(food for 

cattle) enough, and room to lodge in. 26 And the man bowed down his head, and worshipped-

(shāḥâ-prostrate) the LORD. 27 And he said, Blessed-(bārak) be the LORD God of my master 

Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his truth: I being in the way, 

the LORD led me to the house of my master's brethren. 28 And the damsel ran, and told them of 

her mother's house these things.  

 

Solomon obtains wisdom, riches, and honor 

 

I Kings 3:5-15 5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, 

Ask-(shāʾal) what I shall give thee. 6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant 

David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, 

and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou 

hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 7 And now, O LORD my God, thou hast 

made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to 

go out or come in. 8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great 

people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 9 Give therefore thy servant an 

understanding (shāma) heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for 

who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon 

had asked this thing. 11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not 

asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 

enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding (shāma) to discern judgment (mishpāṭ). 
12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding-

(shāma) heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like 

unto thee. 13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: 
(kābôd-weight) so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 14 And 

if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David 

did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 15 And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. And 
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he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up 

burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, and made a feast to all his servants.  

 

Prayer of David 
 

Ps. 25:8-14 8 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 9 The 

meek will he guide in judgment (mishpāṭ) and the meek will he teach his way. 10 All the paths of 

the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 11 For thy 

name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity-(twisted purpose) for it is great. 12 What man is he 

that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. 13 His soul shall dwell 

at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth. 14 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; 

and he will shew them his covenant.  

 

 

Ps. 86:8-17 8 Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any works 

like unto thy works. 9 All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship-(shāḥâ- 

prostrate) before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name. 10 For thou art great, and doest 

wondrous things: thou art God alone. 11 Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: 

unite my heart to fear thy name. 12 I will praise-(yādâ) thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: 

and I will glorify thy name for evermore. 13 For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast 

delivered my soul from the lowest hell. 14 O God, the proud are risen against me, and the 

assemblies of violent men have sought after my soul; and have not set thee before them. 15 But 

thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy 

and truth. 16 O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; give thy strength-(ʿōz) unto thy servant, 

and save the son of thine handmaid. 17 Shew me a token for good (towb) that they which hate me 

may see it, and be ashamed: because thou, LORD, hast holpen-(ʿāzar- to surround, protect or 

aid) me, and comforted me.  

 

 

David cry’s out to God 

Ps. 57:1-11 1 Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, 

in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast. 2 I will cry 

unto God most high (ʿelyôn) unto God that performeth all things for me. 3 He shall send from 

heaven, and save me from the reproach of him that would swallow me up. Selah. God shall send 

forth his mercy and his truth. 4 My soul is among lions: and I lie even among them that are set 

on fire, even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword. 
5 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; let thy glory be above all the earth. 6 They have 

prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down: they have digged a pit before me, into the 

midst whereof they are fallen themselves. Selah. 7 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I 

will sing and give praise (zāmar- to play, to touch the strings or parts of a musical 

instrument).8 Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early. 9 I will 
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praise-(yādâ) thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations. 10 For thy 

mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds. 11 Be thou exalted, O God, above 

the heavens: let thy glory be above all the earth.  

 

 

Ps. 61:1-8 1 Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer-( tepillâ- intercession, supplication). 
2 From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the 

rock that is higher than I. 3 For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the 

enemy. 4 I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Selah. 5 For 

thou, O God, hast heard my vows: thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear thy name. 
6 Thou wilt prolong the king's life: and his years as many generations. 7 He shall abide before 

God for ever: O prepare mercy and truth, which may preserve him. 8 So will I sing praise-(yādâ) 

unto thy name for ever, that I may daily perform my vows.  

 

 

David’s confidence in God 
 

Ps. 85:8-13 8 I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, 

and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly. 9 Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear 

him; that glory (kābôd-weight) may dwell in our land. 10 Mercy and truth are met together; 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 11 Truth shall spring out of the earth; and 

righteousness shall look down from heaven. 12 Yea, the LORD shall give that which is good; and 

our land shall yield her increase. 13 Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way 

of his steps.  

 

 

David praises God for His wonderful power 
 

Ps. 89:11-14 11 The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: as for the world and the fulness 

thereof, thou hast founded them. 12 The north and the south thou hast created them: Tabor and 

Hermon shall rejoice in thy name. 13 Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy 

right hand. 14 Justice and judgment-(mishpāt) are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth 

shall go before thy face.  

 

 

Ps. 98:1-3 1 O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right 

hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory. 2 The LORD hath made known his salvation: 

his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. 3 He hath remembered his 

mercy and his truth toward the house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 

of our God.  
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Ps. 100:1-5 1 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 2 Serve the LORD with gladness: 

come before his presence with singing. 3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath 

made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter into his 

gates with thanksgiving,-( tôdâ- from yadah-an extension of the hand) and into his courts with 

praise-( tehillâ- halal) be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 5 For the LORD is good; his 

mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.  

 

 

 

 

Ps. 108:1-5 1 O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise,-( yādâ) even with my glory 

(kābôd-weight). 2 Awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early. 3 I will praise thee, O 

LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises unto thee among the nations. 4 For thy mercy is 

great above the heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. 5 Be thou exalted, O God, above 

the heavens: and thy glory above all the earth;  

 

 

God's judgments on the sins of the people 

Hos. 4:1-5 1 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy 

with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in 

the land. 2 By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break 

out, and blood toucheth blood. 3 Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth 

therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes 

of the sea also shall be taken away. 4 Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people 

are as they that strive with the priest. 5 Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also 

shall fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother.  

 

 

 

An Exhortation to Obedience 
 
 Pro. 3:1-6  1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 2 For length 

of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: 

bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 4 So shalt thou find favour-

(grace) and good understanding-( śekel-success) in the sight of God and man. 5 Trust in the 

LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding- (bînâ- knowledge, 

understanding, wisdom). 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  

 

 

 

 


