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Atonement 
 
 
Leviticus 16:34 And this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make an atonement (kapar) 
for the children of Israel for all their sins once a year. And he did as the LORD commanded 
Moses. 

The important root כפר (kpr ) originally had to do with covering or hiding. In the Bible 

it appears to also be used in the sense of to atone or purge, with the objective of rightful 

freedom.  

kap – the hollow of the palm, or sole of the foot 
 
Exodus 33:21-23 21 And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand 
upon a rock: 22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a 
clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 23 And I will take away 
mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen. 
 
 

kapar yields the following derivations: 

• The masculine noun כפר (koper), meaning the price of a life; a price of ransom of a 

life (Exodus 21:30, Job 33:24, Isaiah 43:3). 

• The verb כפר (kapar), meaning to atone or purge.  

• The plural noun כפרים (kippurim), meaning atonement(s) as used in the 

expression כפרים יום  (yom kippurim); the day of atonements. Today this day is 

known in the singular form: Yom Kippur. 

• The noun כפרת (kapporet), the technical term for the cover of the Ark of the Covenant, 

known as the Mercy Seat.  
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The Sprinkling of blood(s)  Leviticus 16 
 
Leviticus 16:15-16  15 Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, 
and bring his blood within the vail, and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the 
bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat: 16 And he shall 
make an atonement for the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, 
and because of their transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the tabernacle of 
the congregation, that remaineth among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 

The name Azazel in the Bible ….translated as skapegoat 

Whether Azazel is a Biblical name or not is not immediately clear. 

Azazel is a word that is commonly translated with our (specially invented) word 

scapegoat. In the Ethiopian  book of Enoch, "Azazel is a fallen angel".  In the Midrash — 

the ancient homiletic commentary on the Hebrew  Scriptures — Azazel is deemed a 

demon. 

Azazel was probably not a recognized demon/angel is argued by Leviticus 16:8, where 

two lots are cast over two goats; one goat is for YHWH and the other is either "to be" 

the scapegoat or is "for" Azazel. If the second goat is "for" Azazel, Leviticus 16:8 would 

violate an enormous number of laws and ordinances, including the First 

Commandment (Exodus 20:3-6, also see Exodus 22:20, 2 Chronicles 34:25 and I 

Corinthians 10:20)  

So no, Azazel is not a Biblical name of a fallen angel/demon. 

Etymology and meaning of the name Azazel 

In the Jewish Midrash, the scapegoat was supposed to be hurled over a cliff, so the 

rabbis decided that the word azazel meant precipice. 

The etymology suggested by the rabbis is most likely false, and their goat-slinging is 

also a bit over the top, so to speak.  

https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/YHWH.html
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BDB Theological Dictionary and HAW Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 

refer to an Arabic  verb azala, meaning to banish or remove. Many commentators 

believe this simply means “the goat of departure” 

 

 

For our purposes, the significant possibility is that the name azazel consists of two parts, 

namely: 

(1) The word אל  El.  
(2) The verb עזז ('azaz), meaning to be strong: 

 

The verb עזז ('azaz), generally means to be strong or powerful. This verb is often 

applied to denote one of God's inherent qualities (Psalm 89:13) compared to man's 

weakness, and when it's applied to man, it usually denotes either a prevalence in battle 

(Judges 3:10) or arrogance (Proverbs 21:29). Ecclesiastes notes that wisdom is strong 

for the wise (Ecclesiastes 7:19). 

This verb yields the following derivatives: 

• The adjective עז ('az), meaning strong, mighty or fierce (Numbers 13:28, Judges 

14:18). This word is never applied to God. 

• The masculine noun עז ('oz), meaning strength (Isaiah 26:1, Psalm 8:2). This word 

is used primarily for God, particularly in the Psalms. 

• The masculine noun עזוז ('ezuz), meaning strength, might, fierceness (Isaiah 42:5, 

Psalm 145:5). 

• The adjective עזוז ('izzuz), meaning mighty or powerful (Isaiah 43:17, Psalm 24:7). 
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• The feminine noun עזניה ('ozniya), denoting some kind of bird of prey; a vulture or 

osprey (Deuteronomy 14:12, Leviticus 11:13). This curious word is probably 

imported from another language. 

It is most likely that this term is meant to tel the people that there are fallen beings in 

the wilderness. Part of their covenant with the hand of God is geared toward their 

dispossession of the dark places by virtue of the wisdom of divine light. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


