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Gleanings from morning study, SB, CA 

The Midas Touch 

Merriman Webster: the ability to make everything that one is involved with very successful. 

James 1:25 

But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 

hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

parakyptō; to bend beside, i.e. lean over (so as to peer within): — look (into), stoop down; to stoop to a 

thing in order to look at; to look at with head bowed forward; to look into with the body bent; to stoop 

and look into. To look carefully into, inspect curiously; of one who would become acquainted with 

something. 

paramenō; to stay near, i.e. remain (literally, tarry; or figuratively, be permanent, persevere): — abide, 

continue. To remain beside, continue always near. 

I believe that we are often inclined to think that the way to make our deeds, our work, our doings 

successful, is to work harder, or smarter, or to work at moving up that corporate ladder. If we read more, 

study more, get more education, more degrees, more training, that somehow this will all lead to our 

ultimate success. While these things are certainly not bad, and indeed, even important, the one thing, 

more than any other, that will lead to blessings upon our work (our deeds), is looking into and studying 

the word of God, the perfect law of liberty, continuously (daily) and then doing those things that we learn 

we should do. We need to implement and conduct our actions in accordance with the word. Ask: “Will 

this action, this decision, lead me closer to what the Lord has said He is going to do in my life? Or, will it 

take me further away? 

Ps 37:23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way. 

kûn; properly, to set up, in a great variety of applications, whether literal (establish, fix, prepare, apply), 

or figurative (appoint, render sure, proper or prosperous) 

The Lord orders our steps, not us. And I believe that He orchestrates our meetings, contacts, 

relationships, events… He moves things in our direction, or away from us. He is sovereign and we need to 

focus, more than on our work, our labor, our job… on Him and His word, and concern ourselves with 

being doers of the word, and not just hearers. 

A famine in the land 

Famine: an extreme scarcity of food; a great shortage. 
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We live in the most prosperous country on the face of the earth. And yet, there is a famine in the land. 

And you know what… there is nothing new under the sun. The more things change, the more they stay 

the same. 

Amos 8:11 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, 

nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: 

Now, when I first read this, I immediately thought of the scripture that says “they will have itching ears”, 

and lay up for themselves teachers, that will (essentially) tell them what they want to hear. 

2 Ti 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 

shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the 

truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

hygiainō; to have sound health, i.e. be well (in body); figuratively, to be uncorrupt (true in doctrine): — 

be in health, (be safe and) sound, (be) whole(-some) 

We are there… there is a famine in our land, a famine of wanting to hear the words of the Lord – the life 

giving word of God. But, not everywhere… I sense that there is a thirst for righteousness, and justice, 

especially among our young people. I am reminded of the scripture in Malachi… 

Mal 4:5-6 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of 

the Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their 

fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

And of course, in 2 Kings, we see the mantle pass from one generation to the next, younger generation 

with Elijah and Elisha… 

2 Ki 2:9-15 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, ask what I shall 

do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy 

spirit be upon me. And he said, thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am 

taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they still 

went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them 

both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.  

And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He took up 

also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; And he 

took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, where is the Lord God of 

Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over. 

And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah 

doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him. 
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The famine seems to be at “the top”, those in authority. Candidates running for major governmental 

offices, leadership in the land, and those vying for it. How can this be? Those who need it most, turning 

from it? They don’t want to acknowledge it! 

Faith 

Ro 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

We gain faith through the word… and yet, as in Jesus’ day, so in ours: 

Mt 17:17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with 

you? how long shall I suffer you? 

Discernment 

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 

even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart. 

At a time when leadership needs discernment, and to know what to do in these times. There is a famine 

in the land. I believe, however, that the Lord is raising up, amongst the Saints… you and me, children of 

Issachar… 

1 Chr 12:32 And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to 

know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their 

commandment. 

I believe that many of these “children of Issachar” are coming from our younger generation (Gen X, Gen 

Y, Gen Z) 

Word of truth 

2 Cor 6:7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand 

and on the left 

Truth… what is truth? Men have been asking this for centuries… 

Jn 18 37:38 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, thou sayest that I am a 

king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the 

truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto him, what is truth? And when he 

had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all. 

Since the days of Pilate, men of prominence, men of power, governmental leaders have been asking 

“what is truth”. TRUTH is Jesus, truth is the word of God… the word of truth. 

Eph 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in 

whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise 
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2 Ti 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth. 

Jas 1:17-18 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of 

lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. Of his own will begat he us with the 

word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

Pride instead of humility - Hezekiah 

2 Ki 20 

V19 Selfishness instead of thinking of others 

The effects of wicked leaders on all the people of a nation. [Why we vote for righteousness] – 

Menasseh 

2 Ki 21:1-18 

 


