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The Word 

Jesus - Role model - Mentor - Teacher - Empowerer 

Jn 14:12-17 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he �1
� do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And 1
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.

If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter [παράκλητος paraklētos; an intercessor, consoler: — advocate, comforter], 
that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you.


“Live in reliance on the Spirits power - not yours” 

Why then, do we continue act like we have to depend on our natural abilities, our talents, our 
capacities? Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit to empower us… with His capacities!


“Whether you think you can, or you think you can’t - you’re right.” -Henry Ford 

In Jesus, we see what God the Father had in mind for what human beings have the potential to 
become… with God.


Good behavior 

2 Cor 1:12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the world 
with simplicity [ἁπλότης haplotēs; from 573; singleness, i.e. (subjectively) sincerity (without 
dissimulation or self-seeking), or (objectively) generosity (copious bestowal): — bountifulness, 
liberal(-ity)] and godly sincerity [εἰλικρίνεια eilikrineia; from 1506; clearness, i.e. (by implication) 
purity], not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you.


“Behave, in the world, with simplicity and Godly sincerity, not relying on earthly wisdom (the 
wisdom of man), but on Gods grace”


Virtues:

* not self-seeking

* From a place of generosity

* Bountifulness

* Liberality

* Clearness - purity

* Grace


Pleasing the Lord 

Ps 147:10,11 His delight is not in the strength of the horse,

nor his pleasure in the legs of a man,

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,

in those who hope in his steadfast love.
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“What pleases the Lord? Those who fear the Lord (revere, respect and honor Him) and who 
hope (have faith and believe) in His steadfast love.”


I often think that it’s less about the doing and more about the being. Being with God, 
communing with Him, being in His presence, being in His Word, listening more that talking or 
asking (which we do seem to do a lot). I am frequently reminded of Jesus’ words to Martha: 

Lu 10:41-42 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about 
many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be 
taken away from her.”


And just what was that “good portion” that Mary had chosen? 

V 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching.


Maybe we need to sit more, and listen. Especially in our hectic, fast paced, dog-eat-dog world. 

Pure hearts 

Ez 14:1-8 Then certain of the elders of Israel came to me and sat before me. And the word of 
the LORD came to me: “Son of man, these men have taken their idols into their hearts, and set 
the stumbling block of their iniquity before their faces. Should I indeed let myself be consulted 
by them? Therefore speak to them and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Any one of the 
house of Israel who takes his idols into his heart and sets the stumbling block of his iniquity 
before his face, and yet comes to the prophet, I the LORD will answer him as he comes with 
the multitude of his idols, that I may lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel, who are all 
estranged from me through their idols.

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: Repent and turn away from 
your idols, and turn away your faces from all your abominations. For any one of the house of 
Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn in Israel, who separates himself from me, taking his idols 
into his heart and putting the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes to a 
prophet to consult me through him, I the LORD will answer him myself. And I will set my face 
against that man; I will make him a sign and a byword and cut him off from the midst of my 
people, and you shall know that I am the LORD.


“Seeking prophetic counsel while holding on to idols and iniquitous ways”


Holding on to things you know you should destroy 

I think it must be human tendency to hold on to things we know we should let go of. 

Josh 7 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of 
Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And 
the anger of the LORD burned against the people of Israel.

Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, 
“Go up and spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied out Ai. And they returned to 
Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand 
men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few.” So 
about three thousand men went up there from the people. And they fled before the men of Ai, 
and the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of their men and chased them before the gate as far as 
Shebarim and struck them at the descent. And the hearts of the people melted and became as 
water.
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Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the LORD until 
the evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their heads. And Joshua said, 
“Alas, O Lord GOD, why have you brought this people over the Jordan at all, to give us into the 
hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? Would that we had been content to dwell beyond the 
Jordan! O Lord, what can I say, when Israel has turned their backs before their enemies! For 
the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it and will surround us and cut off 
our name from the earth. And what will you do for your great name?”

The Sin of Achan 
The LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? Israel has sinned; they 
have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted 
things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. Therefore the 
people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, 
because they have become devoted for destruction. I will be with you no more, unless you 
destroy the devoted things from among you. Get up! Consecrate the people and say, 
Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, God of Israel, “There are 
devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take 
away the devoted things from among you.” In the morning therefore you shall be brought near 
by your tribes. And the tribe that the LORD takes by lot shall come near by clans. And the clan 
that the LORD takes shall come near by households. And the household that the LORD takes 
shall come near man by man. And he who is taken with the devoted things shall be burned 
with fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and 
because he has done an outrageous thing in Israel.’”

So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe by tribe, and the tribe of 
Judah was taken. And he brought near the clans of Judah, and the clan of the Zerahites was 
taken. And he brought near the clan of the Zerahites man by man, and Zabdi was taken. And 
he brought near his household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of 
Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the 
LORD God of Israel and give praise to him. And tell me now what you have done; do not hide it 
from me.” And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, 
and this is what I did: when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 
shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them and took them. 
And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”

So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his tent with 
the silver underneath. And they took them out of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to 
all the people of Israel. And they laid them down before the LORD. And Joshua and all Israel 
with him took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his 
sons and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had. And 
they brought them up to the Valley of Achor. And Joshua said, “Why did you bring trouble on 
us? The LORD brings trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. They 
burned them with fire and stoned them with stones. And they raised over him a great heap of 
stones that remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to 
this day the name of that place is called the Valley of Achor.


“Achan… your family for a cloak. The choices of the head of the family impact everyone and 
everything”


* Holding on to things that should be destroyed impacts your entire community, not just you

* Your family could be destroyed because of your disobedient, selfish actions v 24 And 

Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the cloak 
and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and sheep 
and his tent and all that he had. And they brought them up to the Valley of Achor. 

Acts 5 Ananias ans Sapphira
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