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Strategic Placement 

Positioned by God for Divine Purpose 

 

Understanding Divine Positioning 

Esther 4:14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement 
and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be 
destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 

The Pattern of Divine Placement: Esther's Story 

 The Foundation: Unexpected Beginnings 

Esther 2:7 And he brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle's daughter: for she had neither 
father nor mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful; whom Mordecai, when her father and 
mother were dead, took for his own daughter. 

 The Process: Divine Favor and Preparation 

Esther 2:8-9 So it came to pass, when the king's commandment and his decree was heard, and 
when many maidens were gathered together unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, 
that Esther was brought also unto the king's house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the 
women. And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him; and he speedily gave 
her her things for purification, with such things as belonged to her, and seven maidens, which 
were meet to be given her, out of the king's house: and he preferred her and her maids unto the 
best place of the house of the women. 

The elements of Esther’s Preparation: 

 Favor with those in authority 
 Proper preparation and purification 
 Positioning in the best place 
 Wisdom to follow counsel 
 

 The Placement: Elevated to Influence 

Esther 2:17 And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained grace and favour 
in his sight more than all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and made 
her queen instead of Vashti. 
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 The Purpose: Deliverance of God's People 

Esther 4:13-14 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with thyself that thou 
shalt escape in the king's house, more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace 
at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; 
but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to 
the kingdom for such a time as this? 

 The Courage: Acting on Divine Assignment 

Esther 4:16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and 
neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so 
will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish. 

True strategic placement requires: 

 Recognition of the moment 
 Willingness to take risks 
 Dependence on God through prayer & fasting 
 Courage to act despite fear 

The Pattern of Divine Preparation: David's Story 

 The Anointing Before the Assignment 

1 Samuel 16:11-13 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There 
remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, 
Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. And he sent, and brought him in. 
Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the Lord 
said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. 

 The Training Ground: Faithfulness in Small Things 

1 Samuel 17:34-37 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there 
came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: And I went out after him, and smote 
him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, 
and smote him, and slew him. Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this 
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living 
God. David said moreover, The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the 
paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. 
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 The Testing: From Giant-Killer to Fugitive 

1 Samuel 24:10 Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the Lord had delivered thee to 
day into mine hand in the cave: and some bade me kill thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I 
said, I will not put forth mine hand against my lord; for he is the Lord's anointed. 

The Timing: Becoming King at the Right Season 

2 Samuel 5:3-4 So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a 
league with them in Hebron before the Lord: and they anointed David king over Israel. David 
was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 

Principles of Strategic Placement 

Placement Requires: 

 PREPARATION 

Psalm 78:70-72 He chose David also his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: From 
following the ewes great with young he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his 
inheritance. So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided them by the 
skilfulness of his hands. 

 DIVINE TIMING 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven. 

 SERVING KINGDOM PURPOSE 

Genesis 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring 
to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 

Responding to Your Strategic Placement 

 Recognize Your Position- Where has God placed you right now? 
 Seek the Purpose- Why has He placed you there?  
 Prepare & Be Faithful- “He that is faithful…” 

Luke 16:10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust 
in the least is unjust also in much. 
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The Pattern of Influence Through Placement: Nehemiah’s Story 
 
 The Strategic Position: Access to Power 

Nehemiah 1:11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy 
servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, 
thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king’s cupbearer. 

 The Burden: When Heart Meets Position 

Nehemiah 1:3-4 And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the 
province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the 
gates thereof are burned with fire. And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat 
down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven. 
 

~Position without burden is insufficient.~ 

 The Preparation: Prayer Before Action 

Nehemiah 1:5-11 And I said, I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible God, 
that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments: Let 
thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy 
servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and 
confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my 
father’s house have sinned… 

Elements of Nehemiah’s prayer: 

 Acknowledgement of God’s greatness & faithfulness 
 Confession of sin-personally & corporately 
 Remembrance of God’s promises 
 Specific petition for favor 
 

 The Risk: Boldness in the Moment 

Nehemiah 2:1-3 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the 
king, that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not 
been beforetime sad in his presence. Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance 
sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore 
afraid, And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 
consumed with fire? 
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 The Request: Wisdom and Specificity 

Nehemiah 2:4-8 Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to 
the God of heaven. And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found 
favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ 
sepulchres, that I may build it. And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For 
how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; 
and I set him a time. Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to 
the governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah; And a letter 
unto Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the 
gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the 
house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God 
upon me. 

 The Accomplishment: Influence Produces Impact 

Nehemiah 2:17-18 Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth 
waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of 
Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. Then I told them of the hand of my God which was 
good upon me; as also the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise 
up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work. 

Nehemiah 6:15-16 So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty 
and two days. And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen 
that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they 
perceived that this work was wrought of our God. 
 

For such a time as this… 

Where does the Father have your feet strategically placed in this season? 

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

 


