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When God Remembers 

Purposeful, Personal, and Powerful 

The Hebrew word zakar and its New Testament Greek equivalents are never more personal than when God 

turns His active, covenant attention toward a specific individual by name. Across both Testaments, the 

Scripture records a series of extraordinary moments where the God of the universe focuses His 

remembrance on one person, one life, one situation, and acts. 

 

Every instance follows the same pattern: God's remembrance is never inactive, never vague, and never 

without consequence. When God remembers a person, something changes. 

Noah - God Remembered Him in the Ark 

Noah had been in the ark for an extended period. The floodwaters covered the earth. Every external 

circumstance declared that the situation was hopeless and unchanged. Then God zakar-ed Noah, and 

everything shifted. 

Genesis 8:1 And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was 

with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged. 

Genesis 9:15-16 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every 

living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting 

covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He sent a wind to pass over the earth, and the floodwaters began to recede. 

•  He established the rainbow as a permanent zikaron, a covenant memorial, to ensure His remembrance 

of Noah's covenant would never fail again. 

•  The waters asswaged. Creation itself responded to the zakar of God. 

Abraham and Lot - God Remembered Abraham and Delivered Lot 

Sodom and Gomorrah were being destroyed. Lot, Abraham's nephew, lived among the cities of the plain. 

God's remembrance of Abraham activated covenant coverage that extended to Lot, someone not directly 

named in the original promise. 

Genesis 19:29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God 

remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the 

cities in the which Lot dwelt. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow before judgment fell. 

•  God's remembrance of one man produced the physical deliverance of another. 

•  The covenant with Abraham cast a shield of protection over those connected to him. 

Rachel - God Remembered Her Barrenness 

Rachel was the beloved wife of Jacob, yet she was barren while her sister Leah bore children. Her suffering 

was profound and deeply personal. Years of longing and shame preceded this single moment of divine 

zakar. 
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Genesis 30:22 And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her 

womb. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He hearkened to her. The combination of remembering and hearkening signals both attentiveness and 

action. 

•  He opened her womb. Joseph, who would become the deliverer of his generation, was born as a direct 

result of this single moment of divine remembrance. 

•  God's zakar toward Rachel ended years of barrenness and produced one of the most significant lives 

in all of the Scripture. 

Hannah - God Remembered Her Intercession 

Hannah was barren and deeply grieved. Her rival provoked her year after year. She prayed at the tabernacle 

with such intensity that Eli the priest mistook her for a drunkard. After she made her vow before the Lord, 

she returned home and the Lord remembered her. 

1 Samuel 1:11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on 

the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give 

unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life. 

1 Samuel 1:19 And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the LORD, and 

returned, and came to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the 

LORD remembered her. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He opened her womb and she conceived Samuel, one of the greatest prophets and intercessors in all 

of Israel's history. 

•  His remembrance was the direct answer to the vow she had prayed with tears and silence. 

•  The child born from this divine remembrance would himself anoint two kings of Israel, David among 

them. 

Samson - God Remembered Him in His Final Hour 

Samson was blind, bound, and mocked in the temple of the Philistines. His strength was gone, his ministry 

appeared finished, and his enemies were celebrating over him. In this final moment of complete humiliation, 

he called out specifically to Adonai Yahweh and invoked the zakar of the Sovereign Master. 

Judges 16:28-30 And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, I 

pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged 

of the Philistines for my two eyes. And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which 

the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other 

with his left. And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all 

his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the 

dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He restored Samson's strength for one final act of divine judgment. 

•  Samson's greatest moment of ministry happened at his lowest point of humiliation. What his enemies 

positioned as his prison, Adonai activated as his post. 

•  The dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life. One zakar moment 

reversed a lifetime of diminishing impact. 
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Israel in Egypt - God Remembered a Nation in Bondage 

The children of Israel had been in slavery in Egypt for hundreds of years. They cried out, and God heard 

their groaning. His response was not merely emotional. He remembered His covenant, and that 

remembrance set the entire Exodus in motion. 

Exodus 2:24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 

Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 

Exodus 6:5 And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians 

keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He raised up Moses and commissioned him at the burning bush. 

•  The ten plagues, the Passover, and the parting of the Red Sea all flowed from this single moment of 

divine zakar. 

•  An entire nation was liberated because God heard a groan and remembered a covenant made 

generations before. 

Nehemiah - God Remembered a Cupbearer's Prayer 

Nehemiah was a cupbearer to a foreign king, far from Jerusalem, with no political power and no army. 

Jerusalem's walls lay in ruins. He fasted, wept, and prayed for days, calling upon Adonai to remember the 

covenant word given through Moses. Then he stepped into the presence of the king. 

Nehemiah 1:8-11 Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant 

Moses... O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and 

to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant 

this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer. 

Nehemiah 2:8 And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He gave Nehemiah favor before the king at precisely the right moment. 

•  The king not only released Nehemiah but provided timber and letters of passage for the entire 

rebuilding project. 

•  Adonai placed Nehemiah in the palace not as a victim of circumstance but as a strategically positioned 

servant whose moment had come. 

Hezekiah - God Remembered His Walk and Extended His Life 

Hezekiah was told by the prophet Isaiah that he would die and not recover. He turned his face to the wall 

and wept bitterly, calling upon God to remember his faithful walk before Him. Before Isaiah had left the 

middle court, God sent him back with a new word. 

2 Kings 20:3 I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth 

and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept 

sore. 

2 Kings 20:5-6 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, 

the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal 

thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD. And I will add unto thy 

days fifteen years. 
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What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He healed Hezekiah completely and added fifteen years to his life. 

•  He gave him a sign, the sun retreating ten degrees on the sundial of Ahaz, to confirm the promise. 

•  Hezekiah's tear soaked prayer activated the zakar of God and reversed a prophetic declaration of death. 

Ephraim - God Remembered His Rebellious Son 

Ephraim, used here as a name representing the whole of Israel, had been repeatedly disobedient and had 

gone after idols. God had spoken against him repeatedly through the prophets. Yet in one of the most tender 

declarations in all of the Scripture, God declares that despite every word of judgment, He still earnestly 

remembers Ephraim as His dear son. 

Jeremiah 31:20 Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, 

I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have 

mercy upon him, saith the LORD. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He declared that Ephraim remained His dear son in spite of every judgment spoken against him. 

•  His heart yearned for Ephraim with the depth of parental compassion, the Hebrew literally reading my 

bowels are troubled for him. 

•  This remembrance became the ground for the full restoration and regathering of Israel promised in 

Jeremiah 31. 

Israel Through Ezekiel - God Remembered When They Could Not 

Israel had completely broken the covenant. Ezekiel 16 records God's devastating indictment of Jerusalem's 

spiritual unfaithfulness. Yet in the same passage, immediately following the judgment, God declares His 

zakar toward His covenant. His remembrance did not require their faithfulness to activate. 

Ezekiel 16:60 Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, 

and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He declared His covenant remembrance operative despite their complete failure. The word 

nevertheless is the hinge of the entire passage. 

•  He promised to establish an everlasting covenant, a reference to the New Covenant ratified by the 

blood of Christ. 

•  His zakar does not depend on the faithfulness of the one He is remembering. It depends entirely on 

His own covenant character. 

David - God Remembered His Afflictions and His Anointing 

The psalmists, and David in particular, regularly appealed to God's covenant memory in the midst of 

suffering, persecution, and affliction. David cried out for God's zakar not merely as emotional comfort but 

as a declaration of expectant faith that divine remembrance would produce divine action. 

Psalm 25:6-7 Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have 

been ever of old. Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy 

mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD. 

Psalm 89:50 Remember, Lord, the reproach of thy servants; how I do bear in my bosom the 

reproach of all the mighty people. 



When God Remembers 5 3/22/26 

 

Psalm 132:1 LORD, remember David, and all his afflictions. 

Psalm 132:10 For thy servant David's sake turn not away the face of thine anointed. 

Psalm 132:17 There will I make the horn of David to bud: I have ordained a lamp for mine 

anointed. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  David's cries for divine remembrance were answered through covenant faithfulness: his throne was 

preserved, his enemies were eventually subdued, and his lineage led to the Messiah. 

•  Psalm 132 is specifically a prayer for God to remember the covenant He made with David regarding 

the temple and the throne, a covenant fulfilled ultimately in Christ. 

•  God remembering the man meant God activating the mission. David understood that zakar toward 

him meant zakar toward his calling and his anointing. 

Job - God Remembered Him in His Suffering 

Job, in the depths of his suffering, expressed the longing that God would hide him and then remember him 

again. His cry was not resignation but faith, the belief that even if he died, God's covenant memory would 

eventually activate on his behalf. 

Job 14:13 O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until 

thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me! 

Job 42:10 And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the 

LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  God turned the captivity of Job. The same language used elsewhere for God reversing judgment and 

restoring a former condition. 

•  He gave Job twice as much as he had before. Divine remembrance in Job's case produced a doubling 

of everything that had been stripped away. 

•  Job 42:10 is the practical fulfillment of the zakar Job cried out for in chapter 14. 

Nehemiah — God Remembered a Cupbearer's Prayer and a Governor's Faithfulness 

Nehemiah was a cupbearer to a foreign king, far from Jerusalem, with no political power and no army. 

Jerusalem's walls lay in ruins. He fasted, wept, and prayed for days, calling upon Adonai to remember the 

covenant word given through Moses. When God remembered him, every door opened. Then throughout 

his entire ministry as governor (Nehemiah 5:14), Nehemiah continued offering short, sincere prayers 

asking God to remember his specific acts of faithful service. From the first prayer that opened the palace 

door to the final prayer of his ministry, Nehemiah's life was sustained from beginning to end by the zakar 

of Adonai. 

Nehemiah 1:8-11 Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy 

servant Moses... O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of 

thy servant... and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's 

cupbearer. 

Nehemiah 2:8 And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon 

me. 
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Nehemiah 5:19 Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all that I have done 

for this people. 

Nehemiah 13:14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out my good 

deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for the offices thereof. 

Nehemiah 13:22 Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me 

according to the greatness of thy mercy. 

Nehemiah 13:31 Remember me, O my God, for good. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

• He gave Nehemiah favor before the king at precisely the right moment. The king not only released 

him but provided timber and letters of passage for the entire rebuilding project. 

• Adonai placed Nehemiah in the palace not as a victim of circumstance but as a strategically 

positioned servant whose moment had come. 

• Nehemiah's repeated short prayers throughout his ministry became the sustained fuel for one of 

the greatest restoration projects in all of biblical history. Every prayer of Remember me, O my 

God was answered through open doors, sustained strength, and the completion of what God had 

called him to build. 

Mary and Zechariah - God Remembered His Promise Through the Incarnation 

Both Mary's and Zechariah's prophecy at the birth of John the Baptist declare that the coming of the Messiah 

is God's supreme act of covenant remembrance. Centuries of waiting ended not with a political movement 

but with the birth of a child, the fulfillment of the zakar God had been holding since Abraham. 

Luke 1:54-55 He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; As he spake to 

our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. 

Luke 1:72-73 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy 

covenant; The oath which he sware to our father Abraham. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He sent His Son into the world, fulfilling every covenant promise made from Genesis forward. 

•  Mary's song recognizes the incarnation as the moment God's remembrance of mercy crossed the 

threshold from promise to fulfillment. 

•  Zechariah identifies the birth of John as the immediate preparation for the One whose arrival would 

be God's holy covenant remembered in the flesh. 

The Dying Thief - God Remembered Him at the Last Possible Moment 

As Christ hung on the cross, one of the two thieves crucified beside Him rebuked the other, confessed his 

own guilt, and turned to Jesus with a single desperate cry: Lord, remember me. He had no time for works, 

no opportunity for a changed life, no religious credentials of any kind. He had only a zakar petition in his 

final moments. 

Luke 23:42-43 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 

And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

 

 



When God Remembers 7 3/22/26 

 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  Jesus answered immediately with the most expansive promise possible: paradise that very day. 

•  The thief asked to be remembered in the future. Christ's remembrance operated in the present. Today 

shalt thou be with me. 

•  This exchange is the New Testament in miniature: a broken person with nothing to offer, a single cry 

of zakar, and immediate, total, covenant-grounded grace in response. 

Cornelius - God Remembered His Prayers and Alms 

Cornelius was a Roman centurion, a Gentile who feared God, gave generously to the poor, and prayed 

continually. He had not yet received the full gospel. Then an angel appeared to him and declared that his 

prayers and generosity had risen before God as a memorial offering, and God remembered him. 

Acts 10:4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said 

unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 

Acts 10:31 And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance 

in the sight of God. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  He sent Peter to Cornelius with the full gospel of Jesus Christ. 

•  The Holy Spirit fell on Cornelius's entire household as Peter was still speaking, opening the door of 

salvation to the Gentile world. 

•  God's remembrance of one man's faithful prayer and generosity became the turning point for the 

expansion of the church beyond Jewish boundaries. 

The Saints - God Remembered Their Prayers Before His Throne 

In the vision given to John, the prayers of all the saints are seen ascending before the throne of God as 

incense. They are kept, held, and preserved in the active covenant memory of God. Not one genuine prayer 

offered in faith is lost or forgotten. They accumulate before the throne until the moment of God's appointed 

release. 

Revelation 8:3-4 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and 

there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints 

upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came 

with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. 

What God Did When He Remembered 

•  The angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and cast it to the earth. Voices, thunderings, 

lightnings, and an earthquake followed. The prayers of the saints released the judgments of God. 

•  The prayers that had been rising as a memorial before the throne did not evaporate. They were held 

until the moment God released their answer in sovereign action. 

•  Every believer whose prayer seems unanswered is represented here. The prayers are not lost. They are 

before the throne, preserved in the zikaron of the Most High. 
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The Pattern of Personal Divine Remembrance 

Across every instance surveyed, the pattern of personal divine remembrance holds without exception: 

•  God's zakar is always personal and specific. He does not remember people in general. He remembered 

Noah, Rachel, Hannah, Samson, the thief, Cornelius. He remembers you. 

•  God's zakar is always followed by action. Waters recede. Wombs open. Walls are built. Strength is 

restored. Paradise is opened. The gospel is sent. God never remembers passively. 

•  God's zakar operates on His timing, not ours. Rachel waited years. Israel waited centuries. The thief 

had moments. God's remembrance is never early and never late. 

•  God's zakar cannot be earned. Hannah deserved no more favor than Peninnah. The thief had no works. 

Divine remembrance is always rooted in covenant grace, not human achievement. 

•  God's zakar through one person can change the lives of many. When He remembered Abraham, Lot 

was saved. When He remembered Cornelius, the Gentile world received the gospel. Personal divine 

remembrance always has a larger purpose in view. 

 

He remembered Noah. He remembered Rachel. He remembers you. 

 

 


