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What Does It Mean to Believe? 

Seeing is not believing 

Exodus 8:16-19 And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite the 
dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 17 And they did so; for 
Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, 
and in beast; all the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 18 And the 
magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice 
upon man, and upon beast. 19 Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said. 

Exodus 9:27-28 And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have sinned 
this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. 28 Intreat the LORD (for it is enough) 
that there be no more mighty thunderings and hail; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer. 

Exodus 9:34-35 And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, he 
sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35 And the heart of Pharaoh was 
hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go; as the LORD had spoken by Moses. 

Exodus 10:7 And Pharaoh's servants said unto him, How long shall this man be a snare unto us? let 
the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God: knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed? 

Aman and Emunah 

ןמַאָ  — aman — Strong’s H539 

The Hebrew root carries ideas of being firm, reliable, trustworthy, supported, or established. It means 
to believe, trust, or place confidence in someone.  

הנָוּמאֱ  — emunah — Strong’s H530 

Emunah carries the ideas of faithfulness, firmness, steadfastness, reliability, and perseverance. 

Exodus 17:12 But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat 
thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other 
side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 

The movement 

• Aman: I trust God. 

• Emunah: My life becomes steady because I trust God. 
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Faith That Kneels 

Mark 9:17-24 And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, 
which hath a dumb spirit; 18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and 
gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; 
and they could not. 19 He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with 
you? how long shall I su[er you? bring him unto me. 20 And they brought him unto him: and when he 
saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 21 And he 
asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child. 22 And ofttimes 
it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have 
compassion on us, and help us. 23 -- Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth. 24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief. 

Ways of Walking 

Remember what God has already done 

Deuteronomy 8:2-3 And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these 
forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, 
whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no. 3 And he humbled thee, and su[ered thee to 
hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might 
make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of the LORD doth man live. 

Bring your unbelief honestly to God 

Mark 9:24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief. 

Take the next obedient step 

Exodus 14:10-16 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, 
the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto 
the LORD. 11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us 
away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 
12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the 
Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the 
wilderness. 
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13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which 
he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no 
more for ever. 14 The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

15 And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they go forward: 16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: 
and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 

Stop negotiating with God 

Pharaoh repeatedly tried to bargain: 

• “Worship, but stay in the land.” 

• “Go, but do not go very far.” 

• “Go, but leave your families.” 

• “Go, but leave your possessions.” 

Remain steady when faith becomes tiring 

Exodus 17:8-12 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said unto 
Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill 
with the rod of God in mine hand. 10 So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: 
and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up 
his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses' 
hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur 
stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were 
steady until the going down of the sun. 

The Test of Biblical Belief 

Luke 6:46-49 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 47 Whosoever 
cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: 48 He is 
like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the 
flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded 
upon a rock. 49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an 
house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the 
ruin of that house was great. 

 


